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MR. WATTS:  Good evening, I am here to 

reconvene the Coles County Planning and Development 

Committee's license hearing for the Apex Wind Energy 

Project in Coles County.  And if you would all please 

rise to say the Pledge of Allegiance.  

(Pledge of Allegiance.) 

MR. WATTS:  For the roll call:

Mike Clayton?  

MR. CLAYTON:  Here.

MR. WATTS:  Darrell Cox?  

MR. COX:  Here. 

MR. WATTS:  Jeremy Doughty?  

Tad Freezeland?  

And I'm Michael Watts, Chairman presiding.  

And I'll now hand the proceedings over to Mr. Kains. 

MR. KAINS:  Thank you, Mr. Chairman.  

Is this on, Kent?  

SOUND TECHNICIAN:  (Nods head.) 

MR. KAINS:  Thank you.  Well, good evening.  

When last we met on April 24th of this year, we were in 

public testimony.  And my notes indicate that there had 

been two gentlemen who were unable to be here that night 

who wish to testify in support of the application, a 

Richard Wandling -- Mr. Wandling, are you here -- and 
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also an Andrew McNitt -- Mr. McNitt?  

All right, I can see you're standing, Mr. Hess. 

MR. HESS:  Yes, sir.  Mr. Kains, good evening.  

Mr. Kains, since the last hearing, we spoke 

with both of those individuals, and in the interest of 

time, they're willing to wait until public comment. 

MR. KAINS:  Public comment?  All right, very 

good, thank you.  I guess I should've looked up from my 

notes sooner then I wouldn't have had to call their 

names.  

All right, I have one other notation in my 

file that a Kelly Clark, who is opposed to the project, 

is not going to be here tonight, but I agreed to allow 

her to testify tomorrow night.  

All right, we are in the middle of public 

testimony -- folks who are opposed to the project.  

We've already heard from Mr. Nathaniel Phipps and 

Mr. Jim Allen on April 24th.  

Let's see, show of hands, who wishes to give 

public testimony in opposition?  

(Hands raised.)

MR. KAINS:  Okay, Mr. Cronkhite.  Is that 

Ms. -- is it Ms. Rogers?  

MS. ROGERS:  Yes. 
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MR. KAINS:  Okay.  Very good.  Mr. Smith -- 

MR. SMITH:  Yep. 

MR. KAINS:  -- is it?  

MR. SMITH:  Yes. 

MR. KAINS:  Mr. Yoder.  And can't believe I've 

forgotten your name. 

MR. SHERMAN:  Sherman. 

MR. KAINS:  Mr. Sherman, yes.  Boy, I've spent 

too much time in Livingston County the last couple of 

weeks, and I've forgotten my friends and faces here.  

Okay, all right.  Then, we will start with 

Ms. Rogers, if that's all right.  Would you like to 

begin?  

MS. ROGERS:  Well, I suppose.

(Pause.)

MR. KAINS:  We'd like for you to come up and 

take the witness stand, please.  

(Witness sworn.)

MR. KAINS:  Very good, thank you.  Have a 

seat.  If you could, please, state your name for the 

record. 

MS. ROGERS:  My name is Rita Rogers.  

MR. KAINS:  And could you spell your first and 

last name for the court reporter?  
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MS. ROGERS:  Rita, R-i-t-a, Rogers, 

R-o-g-e-r-s. 

MR. KAINS:  Okay, very good, Ms. Rogers, thank 

you.  And what town do you live in?  

MS. ROGERS:  I live in Edgar County, Illinois, 

Metcalf. 

MR. KAINS:  Metcalf?  All right, you have 

15 minutes for your testimony and you may begin. 

RITA ROGERS,

called as a witness, being first duly sworn,

was examined and testified as follows: 

TESTIMONY

MS. ROGERS:  All right.  So, my interest is 

both as a farm wife, landowner, not in this county but 

someone who cares about the land use in Illinois, good 

farm ground, and also as a long-term ICU nurse.  I have 

been a nurse for 19 years, 15 years of that spent in the 

cardiovascular ICU.  

I'm primarily addressing the landowners who 

intend to put these on their property, I see which 

are -- many of them aren't here tonight.  It was said 

that sometimes having the last word is a good thing, and 

sometimes that is, but I find in this day and age when 

people have a hard time listening and a short attention 
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span, a lot of the times, the first word is the best 

because you can see this room is much less packed than 

it was the first meeting.  

Also, addressing the board members here, I 

don't think all of them are here tonight, but I hope you 

can pass along what is said tonight by the concerned 

citizens to the other board members.  

I appreciate you, sir, who has been asking 

questions.  I see most people haven't been asking 

questions from the board.  

MR. SHOOK:  Thank you. 

MS. ROGERS:  Yes.  So, one thing I want to 

address is some of the board members believe that they 

can individually be sued, I think, by the State of 

Illinois based on the decision you make.  That is not 

true.  That is not true at all.  And I think that, also, 

based on the legislation put down by Pritzker that 

basically did away with the state -- or with the county 

ordinances that were set in place -- my county had great 

ordinances with great setbacks for homeowners.  Those 

were done away with based on the legislations put forth 

by -- put forth and signed into legislation by Governor 

Pritzker.  

I do not believe you can be sued.  If you look 
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at -- or I do not know if the State would sue you -- if 

you -- you look at what happened in Vermilion County, 

Illinois, with the abortion pill ban, there were threats 

of being sued based on the county standing up to that, 

and they were not.  That was all a bluff to get them 

scared to not standing up.  

These contracts are all signed by the 

landowner prior to anyone in the public knowing about 

it.  These people go in and speak to the landowners 

privately years in advance.  We had solar contracts in 

Edgar County that were signed in 2017 and no application 

has been filed.  So, for eight years, people have been 

building homes in the areas that they no have idea solar 

could be coming in.  So, it is on you as a county board 

to have a backbone and to stand up for the citizens, not 

for just the few citizens that have signed up for the 

project and for this wind company that's putting them 

in.  

All right, three main reasons that I am 

opposed:  There's a health safety risk with -- and there 

is a lie of what wind and solar are, and just the 

landscape in general and what it does.  

So, let's start with the lie a little bit.  

Mr. Moore, I believe, is that correct?  The first 
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night -- I can't go back and look at the transcript of 

what was actually said because those are not available 

online yet.  I'm not sure why they're not available, but 

they're not.  The first night, they are not available.  

But I asked him if there's anything to be gained by wind 

coming into this community.  (Laughs.)  And you're on 

the Wind Committee, like you're part of this project.  

And the only thing you had to offer me was money.  You 

didn't even say that they are good for the environment, 

like you couldn't even offer that up.  

So, what has been talked about primarily is 

money when it comes to the benefit to Coles County of 

wind coming in.  So, the benefit would be money, tax 

money, money for the schools.  And when we talked last 

weekend -- or Mr. Litteken came up and spoke about the 

school and the benefit to the school district, talked 

about 1.6 million, I believe, coming into the school 

district every year, I just want you to know that 

currently Charleston School District spent $16,000 -- 

over $16,000 per student.  And if you look at the 

statistics, they have 34 percent of students proficient 

in reading.  34 percent.  

MR. HESS:  Ms. Rogers, I'm -- I'm sorry to 

interrupt.  I just -- respectfully, I would object for 
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the record.  None of this, first of all, is in the 

record, right?  So, whatever statistics she's referring 

to now -- I have the Charleston County School District 

budget for last year, and if that's what she's relying 

on, I mean, I think the 40 million number is correct.  I 

just want to make sure the record is clear where she's 

getting these statistics from.

MS. ROGERS:  I'll tell you where I'm getting 

them from.  

MR. HESS:  If -- if I can -- 

MR. KAINS:  Just a second.

MR. HESS:  -- finish, I'm -- I'm sorry for 

interrupting, Ms. Rogers -- 

MS. ROGERS:  Okay. 

MR. HESS:  -- but just to state for the 

record, if -- if we're allowed to talk about the school 

district budget, then I will just -- I want the record 

to be clear, then, as long as I'm allowed to cross based 

on this budget, I have no objection.  But if she's just 

going to throw around statistics that aren't in the 

record and then I can't do the same on cross, then I 

would respectfully object.  

MR. KAINS:  All right, I think it is -- there 

has been testimony in this hearing about benefits, 
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financial benefits to school districts, including the 

Charleston School District and in other school 

districts.  So, I think what Ms. Rogers is testifying to 

is relevant.  And, Mr. Hess, you will be able -- allowed 

to cross-examine based on -- based on the numbers that 

you have. 

MR. HESS:  Yes, sir. 

MR. KAINS:  So, we can get to that when 

it's -- it's your turn.  

Okay, Ms. Rogers, you may go right ahead. 

MS. ROGERS:  Yeah, to be clear, the numbers I 

have are directly from the Illinois State Board of 

Education Report Card.  These numbers are based on 2024 

expenditures.  If you want to go back to 2010, they were 

only spending $9,000 per kid, but then COVID came and 

COVID money came out and now schools are hurting for 

money because the COVID money isn't rolling in because 

they upped their ante on expenditures.  So, they are 

spending sixteen -- $16,405 to be exact per kid in the 

Charleston School District with a 34 percent proficiency 

rate in reading and 16 percent in math.  So, if you add 

1.6 million dollars a year just for buildings is what 

Mr. Litteken said would -- would be helping the 

students, that is not helpful.  
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This is the scenario that plays out in 

government all over the place.  Kids are used to push 

through legislation and push through projects that 

benefit adults.  This is lining the pockets of other 

people and the kid -- on the kids' backs.  And it is not 

for -- good for kids.  It is not good for their health.  

The other thing I believe -- and you can 

correct me, sir, if I'm wrong -- the 1.6 million promise 

is based on the tax levies that are set by the State.  

So, this is not a promise.  This is something based on 

current tax levies by the State.  Currently, I don't 

know about wind for sure, but solar and wind are very 

similar in how they operate.  I think it's $124 per 

kilowatt that the State is giving a tax -- you can 

correct me.  What is the -- what is the tax going to be?  

MR. KAINS:  Now, hang on, hang on.  

Do you have an objection, Mr. Hess?  

MR. HESS:  I do, Mr. Kains.  I would object to 

the characterization of wind and solar are taxed 

similarly.  In Illinois, they are not.  And I would 

just -- respectfully, it's well beyond any expert 

opinion that Ms. Rogers is able to give.  So, I would 

object on that basis. 

MR. KAINS:  I'm gonna sustain the objection.  
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Wind and solar are taxed differently.  They are two 

different types of projects.  So, let's -- let's move 

on to -- 

MS. ROGERS:  Okay. 

MR. KAINS:  -- another discussion. 

MS. ROGERS:  So, my point is the tax levy can 

change.  Currently, there is a legislation going forward 

to Pritzker's desk to change the tax levy from $124 to 

$65.  So, that 1.6 million dollars could quickly turn to 

$800,000.  So, if the State legislature and their 

lobbyists go to the State and change the tax levies -- 

quickly, the money that you have been promised is no 

longer flowing.  And, therefore, it is not a promise, 

it's a hypothetical scenario you are being fed.  Okay, 

if you want to change the community and change the kids' 

education, go read to the kids.  

Health risks -- all right, so you heard from a 

gentleman last week or two weeks ago -- however long ago 

it was -- who had a heart issue.  I was working in the 

ICU at that time and had never seen anything like that 

where his heart was essentially being defibrillated 

every few seconds based on something that happened when 

those turbines were fired up.  His electrophysiologist 

absolutely did say that this was due to the turbines. 
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MR. HESS:  Again, I would respectfully object, 

that mischaracterizes the evidence.  He said he asked 

the nurse in the emergency room, "Can you tell me what 

caused this?"  She said, "I can't tell you no," that was 

his testimony.  So, there's no -- 

MS. ROGERS:  He's a nurse practitioner, sir. 

MR. KAINS:  Ma'am -- 

MS. ROGERS:  (Speaking simultaneously.)

MR. KAINS:  Ma'am -- 

MS. ROGERS:  (Speaking simultaneously.) 

MR. KAINS:  Ma'am -- nope, nope.  

MS. ROGERS:  Okay. 

MR. KAINS:  Here's -- here's how this works:  

You get to talk, and then when he has an objection -- 

MS. ROGERS:  Okay.  

MR. KAINS:  -- he wait -- 

MS. ROGERS:  Okay. 

MR. KAINS:  -- he waits until you finish your 

statement.  

MS. ROGERS:  Okay.

MR. KAINS:  Then, he gets to make his 

statement. 

MS. ROGERS:  I'm sorry.  I'm not a lawyer. 

MR. KAINS:  No, it's okay.  Oh, no, you're 
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fine, but then I need to rule on his objection.  

MS. ROGERS:  Okay. 

MR. KAINS:  And then, it'll be your turn.  

I'll let you know.  

Okay, I'm going to sustain the objection 

because that gentleman...  He was from Newman, Mr. Jim 

Allen, I believe -- 

MS. ROGERS:  Yes. 

MR. KAINS:  -- was the gentleman who testified 

on April 24th.  As I recall his testimony, that it was 

not -- it could not be causally connected to the 

start-up of the wind turbines.  

So, let's -- let's move on to your next area, 

please.  Go right ahead, Ms. Rogers.  

MS. ROGERS:  She did say that it was a large 

electromagnetic field, it had to be.  And that was the 

only electromagnetic field he was around, so. 

MR. KAINS:  Mr. Hess, what's your recollection 

of the evidence?  

MR. HESS:  I would respectfully object to that 

and say we have the April 24th transcript.  So, I think 

that's the best evidence so we don't have to argue about 

what was said.  

MS. ROGERS:  So, you guys have the 
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transcripts -- 

MR. KAINS:  Wait, wait. 

MS. ROGERS:  -- but the public doesn't?  

That -- sorry -- I'm -- this is a question -- 

MR. KAINS:  It's okay.

MS. ROGERS:  -- how do they have the 

transcripts -- 

MR. KAINS:  It's okay.

MS. ROGERS:  -- but the public doesn't?  

MR. KAINS:  Ma'am.  

What does the transcript say, Mr. Hess?  

MR. HESS:  May I have just a moment to find 

the right -- 

MR. KAINS:  Yeah. 

MR. HESS:  -- part?  Thank you.  

MR. KAINS:  This is the testimony on April 

24th of a Jim Allen from Newman, Illinois, who is 

presently serving as their zoning administrator.

(Pause.)

MR. HESS:  Mr. Kains, would you like me to 

read it?  

MR. KAINS:  Yes. 

MR. HESS:  For the record, I am reading on 

Page 111 of the April 24th transcript, this is the 
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testimony of Mr. Jim Allen.  I'm starting at Line 2:  

"The night that the Broadlands Wind Farm went 

into operation, I went to bed and slept as normal until 

4:00 a.m.  At that time, I was awakened by my heart 

beating violently.  The strength at which it was beating 

caused my entire left side of body from my chest to 

abdomen to pulse everything.  I went to my couch.  I 

tried to figure out what was going on.  By the way, I do 

have an IC --" this is where now I'm not going to know 

what I'm saying -- "BiV ICD pacemaker-defibrillator.  

For the next seven hours, I experienced muscle 

contractions with every beat of my heart, and answers 

were not forthcoming for a while.  I was getting fairly 

tired, by the way.  I do have a Biotronic, so the staff 

was trying to contact Biotronic to advise what 

procedures to take place.  The first call was made to a 

location in Michigan, where the instructions were given 

to call Biotronic in the State of Oregon.  As my 

pacemaker tech listened to the experts in Oregon and 

Michigan on a conference call, he was able to reset my 

pacemaker, and for the first time in seven hours, I 

could relax.  While she was on the phone, I asked, 'What 

happened, and what could have caused it?'  She said the 

pacemaker had been disrupted and went into what's called 
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'safe mode,' during which, in this case, caused the 

pacemaker to increase electrical charge to deliver each 

beat, thus causing the muscle contractions."  It says 

"constructions," I think it's "contractions."  

"I then asked, 'What could have happened?  

What could have caused this?'  And she said, 'The only 

thing that could cause this is a massive EMI or 

electromagnetic impulse.'  I asked again, and she said, 

'Nothing else could cause this to happen.'  I did 

inquire as to what if a large wind farm began 

operating -- began operation could cause this happen.  

She said, 'I won't say no.'"  

MR. KAINS:  Thank you, Mr. Hess.  Okay. 

MS. ROGERS:  Thank you. 

MR. KAINS:  Now, hang on.  Because Ms. Rogers 

is from Edgar County, she was to only have 15 minutes.  

We've obviously spent time with objections, so I'm gonna 

give her an additional five minutes of time.  

Okay, Ms. Rogers, go right ahead. 

MS. ROGERS:  Thank you.  So, the basic thing 

is infrasound and electromagnetic impulses can impact 

health and can impact heart rhythms.  We -- the heart 

rhythm is determined by basically electrical physiology, 

and so having a pacemaker may allow you to understand 
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that something's going on in your body much more easily, 

but it does affect all of us.  And I do have a study 

here to reference, sir, if you need a study from a 

scientist, other than me. 

MR. KAINS:  Okay.  Now, your turn.  

MR. HESS:  Thank you.  Ms. Rogers, I would 

just respectfully object for the record that she's not 

been qualified as an expert.  I hear her, that 19 years 

in an ICU makes her an expert as a nurse in the ICU, but 

as far as presenting health studies, she has not 

proffered herself as an expert.  The requirement was 

that every single one of our witnesses went through that 

whole process.  I would just state for the record that 

has not happened here, so I would object. 

MR. KAINS:  And I am -- I am going to find 

that Ms. Rogers, while she is a nurse and has been for 

19 years, and I'm sure just by the way she has comported 

herself in this hearing, that she's an excellent nurse.  

But I'm -- I'm not going to allow her to give expert 

opinions because there has to have been some study of 

the wind turbines and their effects on human health for 

somebody to be determined to be an expert witness.  

But with that said, Ms. Rogers, you can say, 

based on your experience, have you -- have you ever had 
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experience with a patient who has come in from a wind 

turbine area?  

MS. ROGERS:  Mr. Allen. 

MR. KAINS:  Okay.  Did you treat him that 

night?  

MS. ROGERS:  I was there when he was admitted.  

I was a charge nurse. 

MR. KAINS:  Okay.  But did you treat him that 

night?  

MS. ROGERS:  Well, we don't treat patients.  

We do -- we give -- basically promote the orders and -- 

that doctors treat patients with. 

MR. KAINS:  Very good.  Okay, thank you.  All 

right.  Well, we've heard from Mr. Allen, so I don't 

think we're gonna need to hear anymore about Mr. Allen's 

case from you. 

MS. ROGERS:  Well, what I have is a study here 

that I would like to reference. 

MR. KAINS:  Okay, tell us about the study. 

MS. ROGERS:  Okay, so an article published in 

2023 in the Journal of Biosciences and Medicines, 

"Impairment of the Endothelium and Disorder of 

Microcirculation in Humans and Animals Exposed to 

Infrasound Due to Irregular Mechano-Transduction," by 
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Maria Bellut-Staeck, an independent scientist.  I would 

note that she is independent, so she is not beholding to 

people who are opposed to turbines or to the turbine 

companies. 

MR. KAINS:  What's the name of the journal?  

MS. ROGERS:  The Journal of Biosciences and 

Medicines. 

MR. KAINS:  What's the date on it, please?  

MS. ROGERS:  2023.  I have the actual journal 

study in my purse if you would all like to have it -- 

have a copy. 

MR. KAINS:  That's all right.  Hang on just a 

second.  Mr. Hess?  

MR. HESS:  So, the evidence that's been 

presented mostly by Mr. Kaliski, citing seven different 

studies, is that infrasound from wind is at less than 

20 hertz.  So, unless that study is showing sources of 

infrasound at less than 20 hertz, I would object that it 

is not relevant to wind-caused infrasound. 

MS. ROGERS:  It's 8 hertz. 

MR. KAINS:  I want to -- I want to hear what 

the study says. 

MS. ROGERS:  The study says 8 hertz -- is 

studying 8 hertz of sound, sir.  She's been studying 
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mircocirculation and endothelial cells since 2004.  This 

is just a short portion of about a 20-page study.  She 

says infrasound is transmitted not only through the air, 

but also through the ground via the power and can 

penetrate houses.  Buildings, therefore, offer no 

protection.  On the contrary, airborne and ground-born 

infrasound can add up considerably indoors.  Infrasound 

can also affect microcirculation, the blood circulation 

of fine capillary networks where oxygen and nutrients 

enter the surrounding tissues.  The knowledge recently 

gained on endothelial mechano-transduction could 

indicate the long-sought patho -- pathophysiological way 

in which infrasound can exert stressor effects at the 

cellular level.  Noise-exposed citizens who live near 

bigger industrial wind turbines show worldwide mainly a 

symptomatology associated with microcirculatory 

disorder.  More precisely, it's the endothelial cells 

located on the inner wall of the capillaries that react 

to infrasound.  In addition to transporting proteins, 

these cells have many vital functions, such as 

inhibiting inflammation and controlling blood pressure.  

In a rat study examining the effects of 

infrasound, researchers noticed endothelial swelling and 

outer cell membrane damage within three hours of 
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exposure to infrasound with a frequency of 8 hertz.  

Disturbed endothelial integrity is recognized as a main 

cause for development of chronic inflammation diseases, 

such as atherosclerosis, corresponding -- and 

corresponding secondary illnesses, and possibly cancer.  

So, my concern is, when people present with 

inflammatory issues, such as cardiac issues, is this 

even going to be correlated?  How do we correlate and 

say that infrasound is not a problem in a society where 

people are suffering from heart disease at a large rate 

because of other issues?  Because we all have this 

underlying baseline inflammation because of our diets 

and everything.  So, there are people who do really care 

about their health and do really take their health 

seriously who are eating a healthy diet, and things 

would be affected by this, but it's really hard to tell 

when 90 percent of the community maybe doesn't take 

their health so seriously.  It's very hard to correlate 

a study. 

MR. KAINS:  Okay, Ms. Rogers, you have three 

minutes remaining -- 

MS. ROGERS:  Okay.

MR. KAINS:  -- for your testimony.  Go -- 

MS. ROGERS:  All right. 
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MR. KAINS:  -- right ahead.  Go right ahead. 

MS. ROGERS:  So, the other thing I would just 

say with safety when it comes to weather -- everybody 

laughed at me about this for trusting a meteorologist, 

but I'm gonna play this.  

MR. KAINS:  Well, what is it, first of all?  

MS. ROGERS:  It's when I asked about the 

wind -- the wind farm affecting the ability to 

understand incoming tornados and things. 

MR. KAINS:  What's -- what's the -- 

MS. ROGERS:  This is news from, I think, WCIA. 

MR. HESS:  Channel 3, I believe, right?

MR. KAINS:  Is it -- 

MS. ROGERS:  I think so. 

MR. HESS:  It refers to the Sapphire Wind 

Project, which is not an Apex Clean Energy Wind Project.  

I would object on relevance. 

MR. KAINS:  Yeah, I'm -- I'm -- we're not 

gonna -- we're not gonna play a -- 

MS. ROGERS:  Well -- 

MR. KAINS:  -- Channel 3 meteorologist, so -- 

MS. ROGERS:  Well -- 

MR. KAINS:  -- your objection is sustained.  

Go ahead with the other material, please. 



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

MS. ROGERS:  So, I have friends who live in a 

wind farm in Fowler that are small wind turbines and 

they -- they didn't know when -- they've had them for 

20 years and they have no idea when weather is coming 

their way.  And the thing is, when I brought this up at 

the first meeting, I was laughed at, saying it can't 

impact radar, we -- it doesn't impact radar.  But in the 

actual Coles County -- I don't know what the publication 

is for your newspaper -- but it says, "An earlier 

version of the project plans cause -- called for towers 

up to 737 feet tall, but this past March after 

discussion with the U.S. Air Force, the height was 

lowered to ensure no impacts in military radar 

coverage."  So, my question would be, if it can impact 

military radar coverage, how is it not impacting local 

weather radar coverages, which I'm sure is inferior to 

the military?  

MR. KAINS:  Do you have an objection?  

MR. HESS:  I would just object on hearsay 

grounds to the part of her testimony about what her 

friends are saying.  I have no problem if Ms. Rogers 

wants to express her concerns, but the -- 

(Speaking simultaneously.)

MR. HESS:  -- have no objection to it.
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MR. KAINS:  Hang on. 

MS. ROGERS:  Okay. 

MR. KAINS:  I get to rule.  I'm overruling 

your objection.  It's okay.  What her friends say is 

going to be allowed to come in.  It is hearsay.  In a 

court of law, we're not supposed to listen to hearsay 

testimony.  This is a public hearing.  We've already 

heard what her friends said.  So, go -- go right ahead.  

You've got about a minute-and-a-half. 

MS. ROGERS:  All right.  Lived experience is 

what matters -- I know it's called "hearsay" to make it 

diminish -- but lived experience is what matters, okay?  

These people out here are gonna be living with this 

decision.  And their experiences will be called hearsay, 

but that is what matters.  

So, I just want to specifically address y'all 

on the board here.  Like, you guys have a big task at 

hand.  And they can tell you all day that you don't have 

a decision, that I've heard many times them say, "What 

we're doing meets ordinance standards.  It meets 

ordinance," basically insinuating that you have to say 

yes, you have to vote yes because it meets the ordinance 

standard.  You do not have to.  We would not be here for 

the 11th meeting if there was no choice to be made.  You 
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have a choice.  Don't make yourselves lower and relieve 

yourselves of the responsibility of the choice that you 

have.  You do have a choice.  

And the money thrown around may make everybody 

sleep better at night -- 

MR. KAINS:  30 seconds. 

MS. ROGERS:  -- but there is a proverb, 17:1, 

that says that, "Better a dry crust in peace than a 

house feasting with strife," and I think that's very 

wise to remember.  Money goes a long way for financial 

peace, but it's the true peace that everybody has to 

live with to sleep -- sleep at night. 

MR. KAINS:  Thank you, Ms. Rogers.  Okay, hang 

on, there's questions for Ms. Rogers.

MS. ROGERS:  Okay.  

MR. KAINS:  First of all, questions from 

members of the Coles County Planning and Development 

Committee?  All right.  

Questions from --

MS. ZIMMERMAN:  I have one.  

MR. KAINS:  Are you on the committee?

MS. ZIMMERMAN:  Yes.  

MR. KAINS:  Oh, okay.  

(Indiscernible speaking amongst members 
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in the jury box.)

MS. ZIMMERMAN:  Oh, I'm sorry.  No, I'm not.  

I lied to you.  

MR. KAINS:  Okay. 

MS. ZIMMERMAN:  Never mind, sorry.

MR. KAINS:  No, your turn will be next, 

though, because next it's going to be members of units 

of local government.  

County Board?  

Okay, could you please state your name for the 

court -- 

MS. ZIMMERMAN:  Bristole -- 

MR. KAINS:  -- reporter.  

MS. ZIMMERMAN:  -- Zimmerman.  Bristole 

Zimmerman. 

MR. KAINS:  Can you spell your first name?

MS. ZIMMERMAN:  B-r-i-s-t-o-l-e. 

MR. KAINS:  -o-l-e?

MS. ZIMMERMAN:  Uh-huh.

MR. KAINS:  Okay.  All right, Ms. Zimmerman, 

go ahead with your questions for Ms. Rogers. 

EXAMINATION

BY MS. ZIMMERMAN:  

Q. Can I have the title of the journal article 
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that you're referencing?  

A. Yeah, sure.  If you want a copy -- if anybody 

else is interested, I have one copy in my purse and I 

can email it to anyone else who is interested.  The 

article was published in 2023, Journal of Biosciences 

and Medicine.  The title of the article is, "Impairment 

of the Endothelium and Disorder of Microcirculation in 

Humans and Animals Exposed to Infrasound Due to 

Irregular Mechano-Transduction."

Q. And Maria's -- the author's last name was?  

A. Ursula Maria Bellut, B-e-l-l-u-t -- and I'm 

probably saying her last name wrong -- dash, Staeck, 

S-t-a-e-c-k. 

MS. ZIMMERMAN:  Okay, thank you. 

MR. KAINS:  Ms. Zimmerman, do you have any 

other questions for the witness?

MS. ZIMMERMAN:  No, I don't. 

MR. KAINS:  Okay.  Any other questions from 

the County Board?  Yes, gentleman next to Mr. Shook.  

You get to go next, Mr. Shook.

MR. SHOOK:  Okay, I didn't see him. 

MR. KAINS:  I'm sorry, could you state your 

name for -- 

MR. ROYAL:  Tom Royal. 
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MR. KAINS:  I'm sorry?  

MR. ROYAL:  Tom Royal, R-o-y-a-l. 

EXAMINATION 

BY MR. ROYAL:  

Q. What were the three objections you had?  

A. Well, I would say, mainly, the fact that they 

are a health and safety risk.  I would say they are a 

lie, as far as what they purport to be as far as 

offsetting and producing energy that is, quote, green.  

And I would say land and landscape.  The land use -- 

it's poor land use.  So, those are my three objections.  

MR. KAINS:  Okay.  Now, Mr. Shook.  

MR. SHOOK:  Thank you.

EXAMINATION 

BY MR. SHOOK:    

Q. You said you live in a different county?  

A. Yeah. 

Q. And do you have any wind turbines by you, 

where you live?  

A. We -- so, I live on -- kind of on the edge -- 

Q. Like -- like a mile away -- 

A. Yeah.

Q. -- or two miles? 

A. No, ours are about eight to nine miles away.  
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We live kind of on the edge of Douglas and Edgar County.  

So, we do see the Douglas County Wind Farm there at 

Newman.  We can see it right from our house. 

MR. SHOOK:  Okay.  And just so that you know 

and you folks know, that the governor is not gonna think 

that he thinks that he can threaten me to tell me how to 

vote either way.  I just want to let you know and let 

you folks know, that ain't gonna happen.  So, I just 

wanted the folks to know that, so thank you. 

MS. ROGERS:  Good for you.

MR. KAINS:  Thank you, Mr. Shook.

(Applause.)

MR. KAINS:  Okay, folks.  Okay, any other 

questions for Ms. Rogers?  

Counsel, Mr. Hess, cross-examination?  

MR. HESS:  Yes, sir.  

Thank you, Ms. Rogers.  Thank you for your 

testimony here tonight.  

EXAMINATION

BY MR. HESS:  

Q. Let's start with the health studies.  You said 

that's a 2023 study? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Isn't it true that Mr. Kenneth Kaliski 
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testified here, authored a study in 2014 for MIT, which 

is the 2014 MIT Kaliski Study that's been introduced 

into the record, that says on Page 113, quote, 

"Infrasound admitted by wind turbines but at the levels 

at customary distance to homes are typically well below 

audibility thresholds"? 

A. Is that the gentleman that was hired by a 

turbine company to do a study?  

Q. That was our sound expert, yes.

A. Yeah, so he was hired by you guys to do the 

study.  

Q. Yes, ma'am.  

A. Not independent. 

Q. Yes, ma'am.  

A. Okay.  I'm not sure because the transcript 

that you have, sir, were not available at the time.  I 

did those today and most of the transcripts were 

available today.  There are seven meetings available.  

But a week ago when I was trying to prepare to speak, 

no, they were not available.  So -- and I was not at 

that meeting. 

Q. The studies have been on the website for 

several weeks now, right?

A. Okay.
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MR. KEYT:  Hold -- hold on one second.  I 

just -- I'm -- I'm gonna object to the question.  I'm 

not sure, number one -- I think Mr. Hess had an 

objection to her being qualified as an expert in that 

particular area, but now he's asking questions on that 

particular area, which if -- if that's the route he 

wants to go, then that's opens the door to what she was 

originally testifying about. 

MR. HESS:  May I respond?  

MR. KAINS:  Yes. 

MR. HESS:  I am only going to ask questions 

about studies that have already have been introduced 

into evidence.  She has brought forth the study tonight, 

as is her right, it's contradicted by the seven studies 

that are part of the record.  That's all I'm gonna 

elicit on cross.  I'm not going to ask her any other 

opinions about that, just that the studies we submitted 

say the opposite. 

MS. ROGERS:  I'm okay with -- 

MR. KAINS:  Okay, hang -- 

MS. ROGERS:  -- responding. 

MR. KAINS:  -- on, hang on.  Mr. Keyt, 

anything further?  

MR. KEYT:  I -- I don't think (indiscernible) 
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you're asking goes to that route, but it opens the door 

to what she would testify to.  If what it -- if that's 

what he wants to do -- but if he objected to her 

originally being called by -- in that particular arena.  

So, if that's the route he's gonna go, then he opens the 

door to that issue -- 

MR. KAINS:  I think -- 

MR. KEYT:  -- which is fine, but that's... 

MR. KAINS:  I think, Mr. Keyt, what Mr. Hess 

is wanting to do is discuss the studies that his expert 

has in evidence and ask if she's aware of those results.  

So, I don't know that he's asking her any questions as 

an expert witness.  

All right, Mr. Hess, let's ask questions about 

the studies.  

And, Ms. Rogers, if you know the answer, you 

may answer.  If you don't, you can say, "I don't know," 

it's okay.  

And, folks, this goes as a general rule to 

anybody:  It's okay to say, "I don't know" or "I don't 

recall," you know, if you don't know, rather than 

speculating and guessing because we want this to be 

accurate.  We want this to be right.  

Mr. Hess, you have the floor. 
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MR. HESS:  Thank you, Mr. Kains.  

BY MR. HESS:  

Q. The next study is the 2016 Health Canada 

Study, a study not sponsored by Apex.  Are you aware 

that it also says, based on the existing literature, 

there's no evidence of health effects from wind 

turbines? 

A. I don't think it actually said there's no 

evidence.  It may say there's no evidence, but I think 

that it indicated there needs to be an ongoing study 

because there was a concern about health effects, which 

I think needs to be highlighted.  

And to answer your last question, which I 

didn't get to respond to, that was a 2014 study, 

conducted by people hired by you.  So, I'm inclined to 

trust a newer, more recent study, 2023, just two years 

ago, by an independent scientist. 

Q. Okay, let's go to a new independent study.  

Are you aware of the 2025, the Netherlands Health Study, 

published two months ago, sponsored by the Government of 

Netherlands, that looked at health records of several 

million people -- 

MR. KAINS:  Okay, that's -- that's the 

question:  Are you aware of the study that he's 
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referring to?  

MS. ROGERS:  I am not aware of that study, sir. 

MR. HESS:  I would just state for the record, 

it's been introduced, it was Study Number 6.  It's on 

the website.  That study found no evidence of health 

effects from infrasound or any other costs. 

MR. KAINS:  Okay.  All right, asks questions.  

The board can -- the committee and the County Board can 

look at these studies.  

MR. HESS:  Thank you, Mr. Kains.

BY MR. HESS:  

Q. Ms. Rogers, you testified several minutes -- 

moments ago that the benefits from this project are 

primarily money, is that right? 

A. I didn't testify to that, I said that that's 

what Mr. Moore said.  I asked that question of 

Mr. Moore, Mr. Litteken, and another gentleman, and I 

got the same answer every time:  "Yes, money." 

Q. I believe your question to Mr. Litteken -- and 

I also don't remember exactly how you worded the 

question to Mr. Moore and that transcript is not 

available -- "Would you agree that the primary benefits 

are financial?"  That's the question you asked 

Mr. Moore.  
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A. Okay, financial is the same thing as money, 

essentially.  (Laughs.)  

Q. Okay.  All right, and so I want to make sure I 

understand your testimony here tonight, Ms. Rogers.  So, 

basically your testimony is that we have financial 

benefits and then these other concerns, and when you do 

this balancing test, you're not convinced, is that fair? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Okay.  Under the Road Use Agreement that's 

been talked about several times during this hearing -- 

Coles Wind, we have to improve the roads, make them 

safer roads.  That would be a benefit that's not 

financial, right? 

A. That's financial.  It takes money to improve 

roads.  Every improvement is financial.  (Laughs.)  This 

is silliness. 

MR. KAINS:  Let's -- let's stick to facts, not 

comments about whether something's silly or not. 

BY MR. HESS:  

Q. Mr. Carlson testified about repairing drain 

tile, repairing it out ten feet to either side of a 

strike so that it actually works better.  That would be 

a benefit to drainage in Coles County and benefit to 

farmers, right, Ms. Rogers? 
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A. Okay, I can actually testify to that.  My 

husband and I are landowners.  My husband has been a 

farmer for 25 years.  We actually have invested 

thousands and thousands of dollars in tile projects for 

our ground.  We drain a lot of ground.  And my husband 

would tell you we've had other projects go across our 

ground, and nothing is ever the same with tile.  You 

cannot undo compaction.  You can make it look like 

you're going to undo compaction and make things better 

and find things better, but you are not going to -- you 

will never fix that.  The crane that has to go across 

the ground has to be taken apart in pieces.  

And you had a gentleman testify that you will 

put boards down to have it go over the ground to make it 

less compacted.  This is -- you're talking to people who 

do not know about tile.  You do not know about tile.  

You are not an expert on tile.  I'm not an expert, but I 

know more than you do, and I can tell you, it's not 

gonna be the same.  And it's -- it's -- it's not -- 

definitely not gonna be better, definitely not going to 

be better.  You may try to fix what you broke, but it 

will not be improved. 

Q. What about replacing culverts?  In the Road 

Use Agreement, we will likely be obligated to replace 



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

39

culverts.  That would be an improvement for the county 

that is not strictly speaking financial? 

A. That's financial.  It takes money to redo 

culverts.  You're throwing money at problems. 

Q. Let's talk about the Charleston School 

District.  Your testimony was that adding 1.6 million 

dollars is not helpful.  That was your testimony, right? 

A. I'm -- my testimony is it is not the kind of 

help they need when they're already spending that kind 

of money and not getting the results. 

Q. Isn't it true that in a 2024 annual budget, 

they reported a $1,799,641 deficit in their educational 

funds?  

A. Okay, but -- 

MR. KAINS:  Do you know that to be true or not?  

MS. ROGERS:  I don't know that to be true. 

MR. KAINS:  Okay, very good.  Ask another 

question.  

BY MR. HESS:  

Q. Ms. Rogers, you talked about the weather 

radar, and you attempted to play a clip from a 

meteorologist.  Would you agree that meteorologist was 

referring to the Lincoln Weather Radar? 

A. He was not referring to the weather radar 
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here, I can tell you that.  But he was referring to -- 

he was referring to -- if you would've let me play the 

clip -- he was referring to wind turbines at large.  He 

was not referring to a specific project.  He was talking 

about a spot on the radar and speaking to wind turbines 

at large being a problem.  And two meteorologists went 

back and forth for three minutes about that.  

Q. Well, you were here on March 19th? 

A. Yes -- no, I was here on March 17th, I 

believe. 

Q. Okay, so you missed Ms. Anderson's testimony? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Okay, so you missed when Mr. Borgman raised 

this exact issue with Ms. Anderson? 

A. And Ms. Anderson is your hired expert?  

Q. She wrote our permit application.  

A. Okay. 

Q. So -- 

A. So, she -- she's on your payroll?  

MR. HESS:  May I, since she was not here on 

March 19th, just quote, for her, the transcript?  

MR. KAINS:  Ask -- well -- 

MR. HESS:  And then I'll have a question right 

after it. 
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MR. KAINS:  All right.  It better be short. 

BY MR. HESS:  

Q. On Page 83 of the March 19th transcript, 

Mr. Borgman says, quote, "I went back and I found the 

post that was made by the meteorologist.  It was 

Channel 3.  And it says right on here, it says, 'Since 

you can't count on the Lincoln Doppler Radar to track 

storms through wind projects,'" end quote.  So, the 

meteorologist was raising a concern about the Lincoln 

Weather Radar, right?  

A. No, sir.  It was a three-minute-long clip 

almost and they talked -- he may have cherry-picked one 

portion of that since he's on your payroll, but he 

talked for three minutes about wind turbines at large, 

sir.  And -- 

Q. I don't mean to interrupt, Ms. Rogers.  

A. Okay.  It's okay. 

Q. Well, just to make the record clear, I was 

quoting Mr. Borgman.  

A. Yeah, well, I think the -- the -- it boils 

down to, you would like to trust the people that you 

have paid to speak over the people who live in the 

community and actually do the weather.  

Q. Isn't it true that we've submitted a letter 
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from the United States Department of Commerce, dated 

February 2nd, 2023, that says, quote, "Commerce has 

completed our review of the subject wind farm proposal 

and found the project area is over 108 kilometers 

east -- southeast of the Lincoln, Illinois, NEXRAD.  

Based upon distance and terrain, this project appears to 

be radar neutral"? 

MR. KAINS:  Radar what?  

MR. HESS:  Neutral.  

MR. KAINS:  Okay, thank you.  

BY MR. HESS:  

Q. Isn't it true?

A. So, there isn't -- so, there isn't --  

MR. KAINS:  The question is, "Isn't that 

true?"  If you know. 

MS. ROGERS:  I don't know if you're telling 

the truth.  (Laughs.) 

MR. KAINS:  Well -- 

BY MR. HESS:  

Q. Isn't it true that we have submitted -- 

A. No, I mean, I don't know.  I don't know.

(Audience members laughing.)  

MR. KAINS:  Okay. 

MS. ROGERS:  No, I mean, really, like how am I 
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supposed to know if he's... 

MR. KAINS:  No, he was reading from a 

document.  But let's -- let's stop reading from 

documents because I don't think she's read every 

document that's been submitted.  

MR. HESS:  May I ask just to make that clear 

in the record, and then... 

MR. KAINS:  Ask her if she's read this letter 

from the department -- is it Department of Commerce?  

MR. HESS:  It is from the National 

Telecommunications and Information Administration, the 

quote is from Commerce. 

MR. KAINS:  Is she familiar with this letter?  

What's the date?  

MR. HESS:  There's two letters.  The first one 

is February 2nd, 2023. 

MS. ROGERS:  No, I did not read the 2023 

letter, sir. 

BY MR. HESS:  

Q. How about the February 20th, 2025, letter that 

we've also submitted in this hearing?

A. No, sir. 

MR. KAINS:  All right, those are already in 

evidence or they will be in evidence once we get to the 
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exhibits.  All right, do you have anything else for this 

witness?  

MR. HESS:  No, sir.  

Ms. Rogers, thank you for your testimony. 

MR. KAINS:  Okay, very good.  Thank you, 

counsel.  

All right, questions from members of the 

public, those in favor of the application, or those 

neutral on the application.  Any questions from the 

public for Ms. Rogers from those two categories?  All 

right, very good.  

Coles County Staff and Consultants, 

Mr. Lockhart?  

MR. LOCKHART:  No, sir. 

MS. ROGERS:  There's a man back there raising 

his hand. 

MR. KAINS:  Oh, I'm sorry.  Oh, Mr. Borgman, 

I'm sorry.  I didn't see your hand up and -- 

MR. BORGMAN:  Yeah, I think since we didn't 

have a health expert -- 

MR. KAINS:  I know -- I know you're neutral on 

this -- but at least you were at the beginning.  

MR. BORGMAN:  Yeah.

MR. KAINS:  Where -- where are you today?  
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MR. BORGMAN:  I'm neutral. 

MR. KAINS:  Okay, all right.  And from what I 

understand from the testimony a minute ago, you may have 

had a new job with Apex.  I'm joking.  

(Audience members laughing.)

MR. KAINS:  Go -- go ahead, Mr. -- this is 

Phil -- can you state your name for the court reporter?  

MR. BORGMAN:  Yeah, it's Phillip Borgman, 

B-o-r-g-m-a-n. 

MR. KAINS:  Go right ahead, Mr. Borgman. 

EXAMINATION

BY MR. BORGMAN:   

Q. Ms. Rogers, do you know anything about wind 

turbine syndrome or vibroacoustic disease caused by 

windmills? 

MR. HESS:  And I would object to that 

question.  She's not qualified as an expert on any 

syndromes. 

MR. KAINS:  Well, the question is:  Does she 

know anything about it?  I'm gonna allow the question.  

Your objection's overruled.  I'll allow the question.  

Let's see what the answer is. 

MS. ROGERS:  All I know about it is what I 

have studied for the last ten-plus years, just reading 
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people's testimony and speaking to people in person.  I 

do know, personally, people who have moved from their 

homes based on that.  So, I -- I would say you're 

probably going to hear from the lawyers that it's 

hearsay, but, again, personal experience is -- yes, it's 

an issue. 

MR. KAINS:  I'm gonna ask this question:  In 

your studying these syndromes, was that part of your own 

interests or was that part of your employment as a 

nursing supervisor?  

MS. ROGERS:  Part of my own interests. 

MR. KAINS:  Okay. 

MS. ROGERS:  They don't really pay us at the 

hospital to learn anything new. 

MR. KAINS:  Gotcha, very good.  

Okay, go ahead, Mr. Borgman.

BY MR. BORGMAN:   

Q. Have you, in your studies or experience, seen 

where the wind turbines cause earaches, imbalance, 

lowered auditory threshold, tinnitus; cardiovascular 

problems, such as altered heart rate, chest pains, cold 

extremities, especially hands and feet, heart 

arrhythmia, internal bleeding, lowered/raised blood 

pressure, nosebleeds, shortness of breath, thrombosis 
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effects; cognitive problems, including confusion, 

difficulty in learning new things, lack of 

concentration, short-term memory impairments, spatial 

disorientation, brown sun spots; the following 

sensations, dry skin, facial flushing, growths and 

lumps, insect bites and stings, severe acne, skin 

irritations, skin rashes, skin tingling, swelling of the 

face and neck, and I can go on and on.  

MR. KAINS:  Okay.

Q. But there are studies -- and I didn't know if 

you'd seen the same studies that I have? 

MR. KAINS:  Okay, before you go on and on.  

MR. BORGMAN:  Uh-huh?

MR. KAINS:  Mr. Hess, do you have an 

objection?  

MR. HESS:  I would have the same objection.  

It's well beyond the scope of her expertise as an ICU 

nurse. 

MR. KAINS:  Yes, it is.  And I'm going to 

sustain the objection and direct the committee that -- 

to disregard that question.  Because, obviously, 

Mr. Borgman, by way of question, is trying to testify.  

He can have a chance to testify at a later time, but 

that's not appropriate cross-examination for this 
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hearing. 

MR. BORGMAN:  But she's the closest thing to a 

health expert that we've had up here about the wind -- 

MR. KAINS:  Except she's not -- 

MR. BORGMAN:  -- and can -- 

MR. KAINS:  -- an expert, Mr. Borgman.  I 

don't care if she's close or not.  She's not an expert 

in this field.  She's, I'm sure, a quite-qualified and 

incredible nurse just based upon my experience of what 

I've seen, but she's not an expert in the field and 

close enough doesn't count.  So, go ahead with another 

question. 

MR. BORGMAN:  That's all I got.

MR. KAINS:  Okay, very good.  Thank you, sir.  

Any other questions from folks who are either 

in support of or neutral on the application?  

All right, Mr. Keyt, on behalf of the Coles 

County Board?  

MR. KEYT:  I -- I just want to clarify, is 

the -- has the study been admitted into the record that 

she's referenced?  

MR. KAINS:  No, it has not. 

MR. KEYT:  Okay, then, I guess we need to take 

up whether it has or is going to be admitted or not 



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

49

admitted.  I think that's the only question because I'd 

be fine -- we're on night 11, whatever it is, and I 

don't know if Ms. Rogers could be here whenever we take 

up the evidence question of the admission of evidence.  

So, I think if somebody's gonna bring in evidence at 

this juncture, we need to take it up now.  Obviously, 

the -- 

MR. KAINS:  Yep.

MR. KEYT:  -- wind farm's evidence, we can 

take up at the end, but if somebody -- not everybody may 

not be here on the last night when we take this up, 

so -- 

MR. KAINS:  Thank you.  

MR. KEYT:  -- I think we need to resolve that 

issue. 

MR. KAINS:  Thank you, Mr. Keyt.  I think it 

is important that we have this discussion on the 

admission of the study that was referred to in 

Ms. Rogers' testimony.  

Your feeling on this, Mr. Hess?  

MR. HESS:  Thank you, Mr. Kains.  I mean, I 

would like to see the study. 

MR. KAINS:  Uh-huh.

MR. HESS:  Infrasound from wind turbines is to 
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a hertz and a decimal -- decibel component, and if it's 

not satisfying both, I would object that it's not 

relevant.  My suggestion would be, in the interest of 

time, if Mr. Keyt wants to ask questions while it's 

pending, I would not object, as long as I have an 

opportunity to argue either to the admissibility or the 

relevance of the study once we've had a chance to all 

see it.

MR. KAINS:  And I think during the break, we 

can all take a look at -- you said you have a copy here?  

MS. ROGERS:  I do. 

MR. KAINS:  Okay, very good, thank you. 

MR. KEYT:  For -- for the record, I don't have 

an objection to the document going into evidence, so. 

MR. KAINS:  Do you have any questions of 

Ms. Rogers based on her testimony?  

MR. KEYT:  No, I don't have any questions of 

Ms. Rogers -- 

MR. KAINS:  Okay.

MR. KEYT:  -- but I also -- 

MR. KAINS:  All right.

MR. KEYT:  -- think that the -- 

MR. KAINS:  All right. 

MR. KEYT:  -- go -- go ahead. 
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MR. KAINS:  We're still a well away -- 

45 minutes away from possibly recessing for a break, but 

at that time, we'll take a look at that -- 

MS. ROGERS:  Okay.

MR. KAINS:  -- study and consider whether it 

comes in as evidence.  

All right, then final questions for this 

witness come from members of the Planning and 

Development Committee.  

All right, Ms. Rogers, thank you for you 

testimony.  You may step down.  

Okay, Mr. Terry Smith.  

(Pause.) 

MR. KAINS:  Good evening, sir. 

MR. SMITH:  Good evening. 

(Witness sworn.) 

MR. KAINS:  Very good, thank you.  Go ahead 

and have a seat.  Okay, and your name?  

MR. SMITH:  Terry R. Smith, Jr. 

MR. KAINS:  Can you spell your first name for 

the record?  

MR. SMITH:  T-e-r-r-y. 

MR. KAINS:  Okay, go ahead, Mr. Smith.  Oh, 

first of all, your address -- or not your address, just 
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hometown. 

MR. SMITH:  I live in Hindsboro.  Live on 

1900 North, which is the county-line road.  It's -- 

my son lives on the north side of the road.  I live on 

the south side. 

MR. KAINS:  Which county are you in?  

MR. SMITH:  Coles County.

MR. KAINS:  In Coles?

MR. SMITH:  He's in Douglas. 

MR. KAINS:  Okay, real good.  If -- if you 

want to, you can take -- by rule, you can take up to one 

hour of time.  I don't think you're probably gonna do 

that, but -- 

MR. SMITH:  No, let's hope not.  I got to get 

up at 3:15.

(Audience members laughing.)  

MR. KAINS:  Okay, go right ahead, Mr. Smith. 

TERRY SMITH,

called as a witness, being first duly sworn,

was examined and testified as follows: 

TESTIMONY 

MR. SMITH:  I've been coming to these meetings 

and, first of all, one thing that bothers me is we -- we 

were never told by landowners or by anybody that the 



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

53

wind turbines were coming in.  All of a sudden, they 

were just kind of thrown in our face.  Now, you've had 

your expert witnesses up here and several of them have 

said that -- one of them said that, no, they would not 

build their house near one or close within a certain 

footage of one.  They've talked about the shadow 

flickering.  They've talked about -- I guess, I've lived 

in my house for over 20 years.  So, my wife grew up in 

this house.  She's now 50.  She don't look her own age.  

But -- but anyway, this whole area's gonna change, not 

by our choice, but by yours and the landowners.  And I 

don't see -- first of all, I don't think that it's fair.  

I think that we should have a right to understand and 

know what's going on.  

One thing I'd like to talk about is the size 

of these things.  Now, I know that you don't own the 

ones up in Newman.  I have a two-story house.  Every 

night, I see flashing red lights off in the distance and 

I see these wind turbines.  And I'm about 20 miles or so 

away from them.  Now, I'm gonna live 1,100 or 1,200 feet 

away from the first one, probably a little bit farther 

from the second one, then the third one.  Every day, I'm 

gonna have to look at these wind turbines.  

None of you live by them.  Not a single one of 
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you live anywhere near these wind turbines.  You don't 

have to look at them.  You don't have hear them.  You 

don't have to see them.  

And I'm not verifying whether you can hear 

their wind turbines.  But I did what you said, and I 

went up and I looked at the wind turbines and, yes, you 

can hear them.  Maybe not a whole lot, but if I'm 

sitting out in my yard in the swimming pool I just put 

up, I'm gonna see a big wind turbine, and I'm gonna hear 

it.  I'm gonna see the flashing red lights.  I'm gonna 

have shadow flickering.  You guys say that there is no 

health risks to this, but yet, your -- your guy says 

that it's annoyance.  So, it's okay for me to be annoyed 

and get health problems because you won't allow wind 

turbines to be put up, but they're yours.  

These landowners, it's all about the money.  

And I'm -- my father-in-law farmed for a long time.  And 

let's take, for instance, 15 -- let's say -- you say 

it's less than one acre.  So, if you're gonna have -- I 

figured up awhile ago -- one acre, let's say your beans 

are 80 bushels at $15, which is good money, that's 

$1,200.  Corn, 200 bushels, that's $4, is $800.  If it 

wasn't for the money, then why not just give them the 

land for free?  Just let them have it.  It's -- it's 
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supposed to be for the people.  

You know, it's supposed to bring our taxes 

down is what they say.  They're not gonna bring our 

taxes down.  All they do is go up.  Our storms are 

worse.  Ever since wind turbines and the high-voltage 

power lines have all come in, all of our storms are 

worse.  Our insurance is going up.  And that's all 

that's gonna happen.  

Now, I'm not here to say that we can hear a 

signal or a satellite or there's any -- any radar 

interference about whether a storm's coming.  But what 

happens if we don't?  You can't stop it.  You can't help 

me hear it.  By the way, you're gonna live far off in 

the distance where you don't have to worry about it 

because they won't interfere with your radio or your TV.  

Is my cell phone gonna work?  Is my TVs gonna work?  You 

don't know that.  

If -- these experts that come in, how's come 

there was not one medical expert?  Not one single 

medical expert that says, "There is no health risks."  

Because they don't know.  They said when, at the 

beginning, that they were American-made, and then all of 

a sudden we start hearing parts that come from Mexico 

and everywhere else.  They're not American-made.  
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They're not made in the United States.  The power's not 

going to us, it's going to somebody else.  We have to 

look at them while they get the rewards for the power.  

Our power bills are sky-high.  I did put wind -- I put 

solar panels up, hidden behind my shed, because I don't 

want everybody else to have to see them, but it does 

help my power.  I'm not against clean energy, but I am 

against something that's 700 feet that's gonna be next 

to my house.  Now, if I didn't have to look at it, I 

still wouldn't put it in somebody else's.  

Let's talk about if the landowners -- if the 

landowners around here -- and I know Mike Litteken and 

all of them.  They are good people, but they didn't go 

ask their neighbors what they thought.  They didn't ask 

you what you thought about a wind turbine or what -- you 

know, "Would you mind looking at one every day?"  All 

they did was sign a paper, what, four or five years ago, 

and now we're here where we're at now.  You go -- the 

Good Neighbor Fund.  To me, that's kind of like buying 

boats.  "I'm gonna give you $3,000 or you $4,000 or you 

$7,000."  I don't know what these people make, but 

you're paying them to, what, keep quiet or not say 

anything about the wind turbines or whatever?  You're 

paying off people.  
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If you want to put up wind turbines, take them 

to some desert area where nobody wants to live.  Don't 

put them next to people's houses.  You got, what, 

30-some-thousand people or more that live in that -- in 

the Charleston area and out by Mattoon.  If we were all 

to take a vote, these country people aren't gonna win 

because there's not very many people out in the country.  

I asked these people if they bought houses and they said 

no, but they did buy houses.  They had to buy the 

houses, so that way they could sell the other one 

because people wouldn't sign the paper that agreed upon 

it.  I wouldn't sign the paper, even if I was asked.  I 

don't need their money.  I like where I live and I like 

the way it looks right now.  

So, if we go to my next one, you know, we 

already talked about the expert.  You know, for the 

farmers getting the money, they talk about how hard 

times, whatever.  I don't know about you guys, but I 

don't know a broke farmer.  Maybe you guys do.  All I 

know is I see them driving new trucks, big trucks, 

buying $400,000 tractors.  They all got four or five 

tractors.  Man, it's not even farming anymore.  It's 

a -- it's a business where they go in and they just try 

to take ground out from underneath -- from under each 
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other.  "I'll pay a hundred cash rent and I'll rip it 

out from under you."  It's -- you guys are basing this 

stuff upon people that live in the country that want to 

stay living there.  

Now, going to that part, I'm gonna tell you, 

do you know what histoplasmosis is?  It is a fungus that 

lives in our soil.  I have pictures if you want to see 

them.  You want to see?  

MR. KAINS:  Nope.  

MR. SMITH:  I've got dead chickens.  And 

(indiscernible) come through, the guy couldn't pay for 

his -- or his fertilizer, whatever he was trying to do, 

so he goes to the chicken farmer in Farina.  And he 

started buying all this ground up here around us because 

he knew the wind turbines were coming in.  So, he took 

ground out from under farmers that had been farming it 

for a long time because of this money.  Now, they say -- 

the Bible says, "Money's the root of all evil," and I 

believe it.  Because it's gonna destroy lives.  

Anyway, histoplasmosis is an airborne fungus.  

It's in our soil.  It comes from many things, but it 

comes from chicken manure.  Raw chickens, this guy 

planted out in his field, dead chickens, feathers, the 

eggs, drove them down the county line, threw them on my 



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

59

son's property, had stockpiles.  He brings in a skid 

loader and just started piling it up, two stories tall.  

I went down and I asked him to move it.  He wouldn't 

move it because it's his right.  Well, no, it wasn't his 

right, and guess what?  He's gonna pay for it.  Douglas 

County Health Department and Coles County Health 

Department have all the information.  

This fungus affects people, airborne, that 

have a -- an immune system.  My son was doing very good.  

He has Crohn's.  So, yes, he already was sick.  He has 

Crohn's disease, had it since he was 12.  I didn't know 

what it was.  All I knew is, he started losing weight, 

and we couldn't figure out why.  They told me what it 

was, and I started bawling.  I don't know anything about 

it, but I know he had it bad enough that it was gonna 

kill him.  So, he got on the medicine.  Remicade worked 

great, but let me tell you something:  The medicine's 

expense.  So, these damn farmers that want to tell you 

that they're broke, try having the State deny your 

medical because they can't pay for it because it's too 

expensive.  

So, then we turn around and he catches this 

histoplasmosis, airborne disease.  Well, the farmer knew 

it was illegal or whoever he was getting it from because 
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all the sudden arson is what burnt down the chicken 

farm.  You can look it up, Channel 3 News.  It was 

Farina, Illinois.  

So, then, I'll tell you what happened.  His 

organs started shutting down.  His heart.  His teeth.  

His liver.  His body.  They finally found a medicine.  I 

don't know how long this medicine will work.  He's 

always gonna have this in his system.  We didn't find 

out that he had it because Sarah Bush couldn't figure it 

out.  They couldn't get the blood tests back quick 

enough.  

So, the doctor that was coming from Chicago 

told us that "you need to get to Mayo Clinic."  Well, 

guess what?  Nobody else wanted him.  They didn't want a 

kid during COVID time that was about to die.  So, they 

didn't know what to do.  So, Jared, my son, calls and he 

gets ahold of the hospital.  And they said, "If you can 

get here tomorrow, we'll take you."  So, what'd we'd do?  

We had the doctor sign the paper.  We take off.  We go 

to Mayo Clinic.  

They run all the tests.  They find out that 

it's histoplasmosis and blastomycosis.  He was lucky 

enough to get both of them from the same crap this guy 

was spreading on the fields.  
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Now, this stuff that he spread on the fields, 

that's where seven, probably, I think -- five or seven 

of your guys' wind turbines might go.  So, 200-foot 

wings are gonna power this dirt straight towards his 

house because the first one is right across the yard 

from him.  Right across from him.  But keep in mind, 

nobody came and asked what anybody thought about what 

they would like about these wind turbines.  They just 

gonna talk to the landowners and you're gonna put them up.  

What's he to do?  His only option with this 

thing going up is to move.  He has to find a house and 

move.  22 years old and almost owns his own home and now 

he's gonna have to sell it because -- if he can sell 

it -- because of these wind turbines.  

And, yes, I know, the guy is still working the 

ground until this court case is over.  You said there 

was no court case.  There is a court case.  It is filed.  

It will go to court.  There's four doctors that are 

gonna testify on behalf that this soil is the exact same 

histoplasmosis that is in his body.  

Now, yes, you can spread chicken manure on the 

ground because you -- you're supposed to pelletize it.  

Well, this -- this guy thought I was an idiot.  Well, 

let me tell you, when you take a -- get a sprayer 
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license -- I made my father-in-law mad because I wasn't 

spraying on days he wanted me to spray and you know why?  

Because it all goes in their computer system and you're 

gonna put your name on it.  Well, this guy put his name 

on it.  He knew he spread it.  It was wrong.  He knew it 

was wrong.  So, when he told us that he wouldn't do it 

anymore, he just started hauling it at night, but he 

didn't know that I get up at 3:15 in the morning.  So, 

guess who has the pictures of him hauling in more?  

It's not -- there are things -- and I can't 

believe you guys didn't do a soil test on it and find 

out what's in the -- in this soil.  You got all the 

experts -- that you pay all these experts, but not one 

single medical expert did you get.  Not one person did 

you get to look at the soil and see what might be in 

this soil.  You didn't find out how the farmers farmed 

the ground.  You didn't find out what they do.  We still 

live on a water -- underground water.  We didn't get the 

rural water.  It -- so, what are you gonna do about the 

water?  There's so many things that were not done during 

this.  And I'm not saying that maybe somewhere else 

where nobody else lives, maybe it'd be a good idea to 

put these things up.  But I'm gonna tell you that there 

are health risks with this.  
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And now, going back to Jared, he has a bag on 

his side, a colostomy bag.  The doctor was putting it in 

and they did something -- in Indiana, they did something 

to his nerve and they cut his nerve.  So, this poor boy, 

cathetered for almost a year because -- before they 

could find out what it was.  And, yes, you're -- it's 

not -- it had nothing to do with the soil this time.  It 

was -- it was a medical error.  But now he has this 

little thing in his back that has wires attached to his 

spine that allows him to pee.  It is a one -- one-shot 

thing.  Do you know he can't be -- he can't go near big 

magnets?  He can't be near certain areas because that 

may shut down.  He carries something that looks like a 

cell phone and he dials it in.  And he can feel the 

pressure, but whether or not it's gonna work so he can 

pee.  If this thing goes bad, he doesn't get another 

one.  

Now, I'm not saying that a medical or a -- a 

magnetic field or anything -- I don't know.  You're 

right, I'm not an expert.  But I do know that what if 

they're wrong?  What if there is?  What in that guy's 

pacemaker was set off because of it?  What's he do when 

his doesn't work?  He's gonna catheter for the rest of 

his life at 22 years old.  It's not -- you can't base 
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things off of just what experts say because there's a 

thousand experts.  

And you're right, you talk about the 

Netherlands and all these places that have these wind 

turbines.  I don't know how close their houses are to 

them.  I don't know if these people are sick because I 

don't go there.  

But you're taking a chance on my son's life, 

to tell him that it's not gonna matter because your 

experts say that there's no problem, but -- but not any 

of you live next to these things.  Neither one of you.  

You had one expert that did, and all the sudden, he 

moved.  I don't know why he moved, but I -- I don't 

understand if -- if there is an idea, if there is even 

one case or two cases or three cases that somebody can 

get sick from one of these things, why do you want to 

put it near somebody's house?  You're not gonna pay his 

medical bills.  You're not gonna pay for anybody out 

here who gets sick.  You're not gonna pay for the 

annoyance that somebody might get.  Might cause health 

problems.  You damn right I'm gonna be annoyed because I 

don't want it in my yard.  Be like me putting a hog farm 

in the middle of Charleston.  How many complaints would 

you get?  Or in the middle of Mattoon.  It's not fair.  
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But that's all I have.  

MR. KAINS:  Okay, very good.  Thank you, 

Mr. Smith.  

All right, questions for Mr. Smith from 

members of the committee?  

County Board?  

Ms. Zimmerman?  

EXAMINATION

BY MS. ZIMMERMAN:  

Q. So, the chicken -- the dead chickens, first of 

all, what does that smell like? 

A. It's horrible.  Matter of a fact, you can 

smell it five or six miles away. 

Q. Okay.

A. Sometimes farther, it depends on the wind. 

Q. It...

A. It's -- we live two miles from 133, basically 

what it is.  1900 North and then it starts 00.  

Two miles south of us -- or a mile south of us is the 

first field that he started putting it in.  That was 

near Phil Borgman.  And what he did was, this guy 

brought it in, he had it stockpiled over near some bins.  

So, the first time we all smelled this horrible smell, 

we just thought that it was rotten beans.  I mean, it 
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was next to a bin, we figured something went bad and he 

was scooping it out.  

But then later on, talking to Phil Borgman, 

Phil had filed a complaint because he couldn't get rid 

of the bugs and the -- the odor, the smell, and it was 

around 4th of July and they couldn't even sit outside.  

So, you know, this guy come.  He -- he offered him some 

beef from his freezer, told him he wouldn't do it and he 

was sorry.  And all that he did was the following year, 

he moved it closer to my son's house and brought even 

more.  

It's -- it's for -- some people do use 

fertilizers, horse manure or whatever, but the reason 

why they put it on is because that's where they get, you 

know, to help the crops grow.  It's -- I mean, it's a 

natural fertilizer, whatever.  But there's restrictions 

to it, just the same as spraying or anything else that 

you're gonna do.  So, this manure that they spread 

normally is pelletized because you don't smell it.  It 

goes in, just kind of like hog manure.  Hog manure 

cannot just be put in the back of a spreader and then 

spread through a field because of the odor, because of 

the smell.  And it can reach -- you can smell it for 

five miles and more.  So, I don't know where you're 
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from, but you know where 133 is.  

Q. Yeah. 

A. Okay, the stop signs at 133, three miles past 

that, those people could smell it.  So, that's -- that's 

a little bit farther away, but it probably depends on 

how much you put out. 

Q. I'm familiar with farmers doing things like 

that, but I don't know the details of -- so when you say 

the pellet, is that something they have to buy like that 

or he was -- was he avoiding like dumping it? 

A. He was avoiding -- well, what he was doing was 

probably getting -- getting something for free -- 

Q. Okay.

A. -- but now we don't know what the records were 

because the -- the whole place burnt down.  You watch 

the video, this end started on fire, this end started on 

fire, and it went towards the middle, and it was all 

caught on a guy's door camera. 

Q. Okay.  

A. It's -- you send it off to have it pelletized.  

Honest people and all them, they all use their -- their 

horse manure or cow manure, whatever, and it can be 

spread because it's not -- it's not the same.  Hog 

manure can't and chicken manure can't and I don't think 
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turkey either.  But, normally, they're all pelletized.  

MS. ZIMMERMAN:  Thank you.  

MR. KAINS:  Thank you, Ms. Zimmerman.  

Any other questions from members of the 

County Board?  

MR. BENNETT:  Yes, sir. 

MR. KAINS:  Could you please state your name 

for the court reporter?  

MR. BENNETT:  Bob Bennett, B-e-n-n-e-t-t.  

MR. KAINS:  Go ahead, Mr. Bennett.

EXAMINATION

BY MR. BENNETT:  

Q. Mr. Smith, you testified that you didn't sign 

a contract to let a wind turbine be on your property? 

A. No.  Well, I was never asked but -- 

Q. Right.

A. -- I wouldn't sign it, no.  

Q. That's all right.  Well, you did -- you 

testified that some farmers near you did sign a 

contract? 

A. Well, the landowners, yes.  

Q. Yes, and you testified that some of those you 

know and they're nice folks? 

A. The landowners -- matter a fact, the guy that 
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I bought my house off of, I bought and then I sectioned 

it off.  We -- my father-in-law farmed for him for over, 

I don't know, gee, 45 years.  His dad farmed for him.  

Well, then the kids took over the land, and they all 

live in Chicago, so none of them live around here. 

Q. My question is that do you know that some of 

those nice folks that signed a contract, if they had a 

change of heart, can they back out? 

A. No, I don't.  

Q. You may not know the answer to that question.  

A. They are -- as far as I know, they can't back 

out. 

MR. BENNETT:  Thank you.  

MR. KAINS:  Any other questions, Mr. Bennett?  

MR. BENNETT:  That's it.  Thank you. 

MR. KAINS:  Okay, very good.  Thank you.  

Mr. Shook?  

MR. SHOOK:  Thank you, sir.

EXAMINATION

BY MR. SHOOK:  

Q. Mr. Smith, about how long this farmer was 

stockpiling and spreading the chicken stuff, you know, 

six months, eight months, two years? 

A. No, he started in -- he started in '22.  I 
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think it was '22.  It was somewhere in there.  And 

that's the first time we noticed the pile.  Wasn't sure 

then what it was. 

Q. Sure.  

A. But he had bought ground south of 1800 -- 

south of 1800, and that's where he was -- he was 

spreading it there, and then he took over a whole mile 

section.  

Can I look at the map right here?  

MR. KAINS:  Yes, sir, you may.  

MR. SMITH:  If I can find 130 on... 

MR. KAINS:  Keep -- keep your voice up, 

Mr. Smith -- 

MR. SMITH:  Okay.

MR. KAINS:  -- so folks in the back can hear 

you. 

MR. SMITH:  Well, if I can find 130.  Here's 

the Douglas/Coles County line right here, okay?  My son 

lives -- if you turn off of 130 -- off of 130 heading 

towards the east, he is the very first house that's on 

the left-hand side.  

Along 130, there's a section of land there.  

That is where the first wind turbine -- and I think it's 

this one right here or this one right here -- because 
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this is 130 right here in this orange line.  So, he's 

gonna have this one, this one, and south, and this one 

here, and I'm pretty sure right here.  He's got, I 

think, four or five, but I don't know what other land he 

is cash renting.  So, I can only -- I can only find the 

land this guy bought.  

So, Jared's gonna have four of these wind 

turbines near his house because they've seen the wind 

stakes out there where they put them in the ground.  So, 

I know where the wind turbines -- or where they're 

marked.  I don't know if that's exactly where they're 

going, but that's where we're at. 

BY MR. SHOOK:  

Q. And he -- you live in the county, but he lives 

across the street -- 

A. Basically --

(Speaking simultaneously.)  

Q. -- yards and he don't live in the county, but 

still -- 

A. That's right, he lives right on the other 

side.  That is why Douglas County was brought in on this 

chicken farm thing or this chicken manure thing because 

when -- and the court is in -- this case is in Douglas 

County.  The reason is it had to be in Douglas County, 
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that's where he resides.  But when the farmer went down 

to spread it, well, he was throwing it all over his 

yard.  So, not only did he do the whole field and the 

field towards the -- the west of him or towards the east 

of him, he did east of him, he did straight in front of 

him, and he did the land on the other side on the west 

side of 130 right there also.  He couldn't go any 

further back because that's Douglas County.  So, the 

court case is in Douglas County because it happened to 

him and he lived in Douglas County.  

It's -- yes, you're right.  It's basically 

just right across the street is -- you know.  

Q. You and your son's property, what's the total 

of the wind turbines going up in your area, for example, 

500 yards -- 

A. I think -- 

Q. -- or something like that? 

A. I didn't go out on the field, but the first 

pipe near us, I think, is -- I forget what it was -- 

like 1,300 to 1,400 feet.  I forget what it is.  But I 

can see -- I can see it.  

And his is about the same.  If you drive down 

130, you can see his house and you can see the yellow -- 

or the white post right out there in the field. 
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Q. And that -- and how many around your little -- 

A. Well -- 

Q. -- little area? 

A. -- there's six of them, I believe.  Yes, you 

got -- here's 130.  His house is gonna be right here.  

And then mine's right down in here.  So, you got one, 

two, three, four, five, six, seven -- about seven or 

eight of them that's gonna be in that area. 

MR. SHOOK:  Okay.  Thank you, Mr. Smith.

MR. SMITH:  Yep.  

MR. KAINS:  Mr. Shook, thank you for your 

questions.  

Any other questions from members of the County 

Board?  

Members of units of local government, 

including school districts?  

Cross-examination, Mr. Hess, Ms. Antoniolli?  

MR. HESS:  Mr. Smith, I'm really sorry about 

your son.  Thank you for your testimony.  No further 

questions.  

MR. SMITH:  That's fine. 

MR. KAINS:  Thank you, Mr. Hess.  

I think everybody in this room feels the same 

way.  And -- and I also see Mrs. Smith back there.  I 
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think everybody's very sorry for what has happened with 

your -- with your son. 

MR. SMITH:  Can I just say one more thing?  

MR. KAINS:  Yes, absolutely, sir. 

MR. SMITH:  I'm not saying that things happen 

and we can't stop it, but I am saying that -- that one 

person's life is at risk is worth stopping something, 

okay?  I'm not blaming any of you, it's just bad 

situations.  And it's bad decisions, and that's what I 

want you to understand.  It is bad decisions that people 

make.  Because I can make all kinds of decisions that 

don't affect my life that affect other people, okay?  

But sometimes you got to draw the line and 

say, "Hey, this just isn't worth it."  Money's not worth 

it.  You're not gonna die and take it with you.  You're 

not gonna live some -- leave it and -- and it just stays 

here.  But somebody's life matters, and there's people 

out there that struggle.  

And one other thing:  He -- it -- all this 

medicine that people take, it causes mental issues.  And 

I just took him to the hospital, and he was in there for 

almost a -- two weeks.  Because when he called that 

night, he didn't know if he wanted to continue living.  

Do you know how hard that is?  
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And now he's got a medicine that works, but we 

don't know for how long and we don't know -- the fungus 

is starting to drop in his body, and hopefully it does, 

so he can get off the medicine because that is a 

horrible medicine to be on.  Some of the medicine, 

you're not even supposed to be on very long, and it's 

all due to this.  

It's not due to wind turbines.  But if them 

wind turbines are put up and the dirt and the soil is 

all moved from farther underground or whatever and them 

blades are turning and blowing that straight towards his 

house from all different directions, just think about 

it.  All different directions.  

And, yeah, you're right, when you put the wind 

turbines up because the wind blows 40 or 50 mile an hour 

all the time -- trust me, I hate it out there sometimes.  

You're right, (indiscernible) off in them straight line 

winds and fall over the power wire.  But that is 

constantly gonna blow towards his house with these wind 

turbines. 

MR. KAINS:  Hang on, Mr. Smith.  We still have 

other groups of folks who may have questions.  

Members of the public, who are in favor of the 

application, with questions for Mr. Smith?  
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Anyone who is neutral -- oh, yes, ma'am.  Come 

on up to the microphone.  Can you move the microphone 

down just a little bit toward you?  There you go.  And 

could you please state your name for the court reporter?  

MS. CALLAWAY:  Yes, my name is Kendra 

Callaway, that's K-e-n-d-r-a, Callaway is C-a-l-l -- I'm 

sorry -- C-a-l-l-a-w-a-y. 

MR. KAINS:  Okay, go ahead with your questions 

for Mr. Smith. 

MS. CALLAWAY:  Okay, this is the first time 

I'm doing this.  I'm a little bit nervous. 

MR. KAINS:  It's okay. 

MS. CALLAWAY:  First of all, before I get 

started with my questions, I do have to say, I am sorry 

about your son.  

MR. SMITH:  Thanks. 

MS. CALLAWAY:  And my heart does go out to you. 

MR. SMITH:  All I ask is that people pray for 

him.

MS. CALLAWAY:  I was gonna say that next.  I 

pray for a lot of people, and I will definitely keep you 

all in my prayers.  

And I did sign a contract with Coles Wind.  I 

just have a few questions, and I won't take up the 
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Court's time.  But I will sincerely pray, and I do wish 

your family the best.  

EXAMINATION

BY MS. CALLAWAY:  

Q. I just want to know, with the histoplasmosis 

and blastomycosis, is that -- am I correct on saying 

that? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Okay.  Was that Coles Wind who did that or -- 

excuse me -- was that -- that was another wind company, 

is that right? 

A. No, it wasn't any wind company. 

Q. Oh, okay.  

A. It was a farmer that spread manure all over 

the ground.  

Q. Okay.  

A. And we're trying -- if -- if this lawsuit -- I 

mean, if it goes through, nobody knows what happens.  

Q. Uh-huh.  

A. The only -- the only -- there's two ways to 

get rid of this -- this fungus.  For one, it has to sit 

for over ten years -- 10 to 12 years -- 

Q. Uh-huh.

A. -- it has to sit dormant.  The only other way 
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is you have to dig up so many feet -- so many feet down 

and it all goes to Chicago to be burnt.  And then you 

have to bring that soil back and put it back where it 

goes.  

It's -- it wasn't -- it wasn't -- and I even 

told them, it wasn't a wind turbine place.  It's -- it's 

in the soil.  And anything that constantly blows this 

soil or moves this soil, is pushing this fungus. 

Q. Okay.  Now, I don't know if you would know 

this answer to the next question and it might be a Coles 

Wind -- but I don't know -- but -- and I really don't 

know.  I've learned -- honestly, I've learned more 

from -- about wind turbines in this court hearing than 

I've ever known before.  But do this -- does the wind -- 

Mr. Hess, you might know, does -- does Coles Wind test 

the -- the soil before you put the wind turbines on? 

MR. KAINS:  Okay, Ms. Callaway -- 

MS. CALLAWAY:  I don't know if that's -- if 

that's something -- 

MR. KAINS:  -- you need to be asking questions 

of the witness -- 

MS. CALLAWAY:  Okay.

MR. KAINS:  -- not Mr. Hess. 

BY MS. CALLAWAY:  
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Q. Do you know -- do you know or if...  

A. They test -- they do test the soil, but I 

don't know for what.  I don't know if they test the -- 

the soil for funguses in the ground.  

Q. Okay, yeah.  I guess that's -- yeah.  Like I 

said, I didn't know who knew everything.  

The other thing is, did you know that -- and 

that two years, I think about two years ago, it could be 

three, but that there was a hearing from the Coles 

Wind -- or excuse me -- I'm sorry -- there was a hearing 

that was held, I think it was like two years ago in 

regards to the Coles Wind Project, I believe?  

Connie, I think it was you -- 

MR. KAINS:  No, you -- you need to ask him the 

question. 

MS. CALLAWAY:  Okay.

MR. SMITH:  Yeah, to answer your question, no, 

I didn't know.  

BY MS. CALLAWAY:  

Q. Okay, yeah?

A. I -- I work all the time.  I don't watch -- I 

don't watch the news.  I don't get the newspaper.  

Q. Okay.  

A. I guess I'm an unfriendly person, I don't 
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know.  

(Audience members laughing.)

A. I -- I work -- I work five days a week.  

Q. Yeah.  

A. You know, I get up at 3:15 in the morning to 

go -- get ready to go to work and I normally work till 

5 o'clock. 

MR. KAINS:  Okay, Ms. Callaway, do you have 

another question for Mr. Smith?  

MS. CALLAWAY:  Yes, I do. 

MR. KAINS:  Very good, go right ahead.

MS. CALLAWAY:  Okay.  

BY MS. CALLAWAY:  

Q. You had made a comment about that we are like 

paid not to talk to people about the project.  And that 

I just -- I wanted you -- how do I word this as a 

question -- did you know that we can -- did you know 

that we can talk to people about the project, but we 

just can't talk about the amount of payment there is?  

Did you know that? 

A. No, I didn't know that.  

Q. Okay, all right.  

A. Are you -- I didn't know what you're allowed 

to talk to about it at all. 
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Q. Yeah.  Well, I...

MR. KAINS:  Go ahead with a question. 

MS. CALLAWAY:  I know, it is so hard.  Okay.  

BY MS. CALLAWAY:  

Q. And I -- oh -- and then -- oh, I think you had 

said something about 700 feet from the house.  Are you 

aware that -- and I get it, I get it, that, you know -- 

your testimony, correct me if I'm wrong, is you 

wanted -- you don't want the flashing lights, you don't 

want all that goes along with it, but I think you said 

like 700 feet and I do believe it's like a fourth of a 

mile, were you aware of that? 

A. I thought I said 1,400 or 1,500 feet. 

Q. Okay.  I -- I don't know -- 

A. But I wasn't sure. 

Q. -- I could've been wrong.  But, anyway...  

Okay, next -- next question, save more time.  Just a 

second.  Oh, you had made mention in your testimony that 

all farmers are rich, all farmers are -- and don't need 

the money.  Are you aware there are people like my 

all-timer mother that -- that actually does need the 

money?  Are you aware that -- that not all farmers and 

all people are rich? 

A. But that's not what I said. 
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Q. Oh, okay.  Correct me, please.  

A. What I said was I don't know a broke farmer.  

And most of the farmers I do know of, which live around 

me that I do know, all drive newer vehicles and have 

newer tractors.  But, no, for me, no, I do not know a 

broke farmer.  My father-in-law likes to act broke 

but... 

Q. (Laughs.)  Okay.  And -- and, although, I -- I 

get it in the lines of "it's good to go to your neighbor 

to let them know and everything," but are you aware that 

there is actually no law, rule, or anything saying that 

you have to let your neighbor know what you're doing and 

contracts or anything that's be signed, it's actually -- 

you know, we don't have to all the way agree, but 

it's -- it's a nice thing to do? 

MR. KAINS:  Are you aware of a law?  

MR. SMITH:  No. 

MR. KAINS:  Very good. 

MS. CALLAWAY:  All right.  I won't try further 

questions.  Thank you very much.  And, again, please, 

just know we will be praying for your son. 

MR. SMITH:  Thanks. 

MS. CALLAWAY:  Thanks. 

MR. KAINS:  Thank -- thank you, Ms. Callaway.
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Are there any other questions for Mr. Smith 

from folks either in support of or neutral on the 

application?  All right, very good.  

Questions from Coles County Staff and 

Consultants, Mr. Lockhart?  

MR. LOCKHART:  No, sir. 

MR. KAINS:  Mr. Keyt?  

MR. KEYT:  No, sir. 

MR. KAINS:  All right, very good.  

All right, final questions for the witness 

come from members of the Planning and Development 

Committee.  All right, very good.  

Mr. Smith, thank you for your testimony. 

MR. SMITH:  Thank you. 

MR. KAINS:  And I think everyone will echo 

what Ms. Callaway said, lots of folks need to be praying 

for you and your family and your son, especially. 

MR. SMITH:  I appreciate it, thank you. 

MR. KAINS:  Thank you.  

All right, folks, it's 7:29.  The Planning and 

Development Committee of the Coles County Board will be 

in recess until 7:45, at which time, we'll take up more 

testimony from folks who are opposed.  And we'll start 

with Mr. Yoder, and then go to Mr. Conkrite [phonetic] -- 
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Cronkhite, and then Mr. Sherman.  

Thank you, we're in recess until 7:45.  

(Recess.) 

MR. KAINS:  Okay, let's -- let's go back on 

the record.  

All right, public hearing reconvenes at 

7:46 p.m., and we're going to go until 9 o'clock.  

Earlier, we had hoped to go until we got done with all 

of the testimony, but I looked at the radar and I think 

everybody's gonna need to get home.  It's gonna be 

moving into Central Illinois somewhere around 10:30, 

11 o'clock.  And I know there's some people who have to 

get to Peoria, Springfield, and other folks need to get 

home and get indoors, not be driving small cars around 

the countryside.  

All right, continuing with testimony from 

those the opposition.  

Mr. Yoder, are you ready?  

MR. YODER:  Be as ready as I'll be. 

MR. KAINS:  Very good.

(Pause.)

MR. YODER:  I'm not sure how long this will 

reach. 

MR. KAINS:  What you wanting to do?  
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MR. YODER:  I've got a couple pictures I want 

to display as part of my... 

MR. KAINS:  All right, let's first -- first 

show them to counsel here and counsel there. 

MR. HESS:  You want to go over there?  

MR. KAINS:  Yeah, why don't you -- Mr. Keyt, 

clear some room?

MR. HESS:  I'm just gonna turn the -- the 

screen on. 

MR. KAINS:  Let's go off the record again, 

Lydia.  

(Discussion off the record.) 

MR. KAINS:  Okay, now we'll get back on the 

record.  

(Witness sworn.) 

MR. KAINS:  Very good.  Go ahead and state 

your name for the court reporter and spell the first and 

last. 

MR. YODER:  All right, I'm Davon Yoder.  Davon 

is D-a-v-o-n, Yoder is Y-o-d-e-r. 

MR. KAINS:  What town do you live in, sir.  

MR. YODER:  Live out in the country, but 

Charleston is my address. 

MR. KAINS:  Coles County?  
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MR. YODER:  That's correct. 

MR. KAINS:  Very good.  You'll have an hour, 

if you so choose.  Go right ahead. 

DAVON YODER,

called as a witness, being first duly sworn,

was examined and testified as follows: 

TESTIMONY 

MR. YODER:  All right.  As mentioned, my name 

is Davon Yoder.  I live in Northern Coles County.  I've 

lived there for about six-and-a-half years.  I live just 

northwest of the proposed location for Turbine 35, if 

you want to look at the map.  It's roughly 2,000 feet 

away, but the -- that's the closest one and there's 

still approximately 12 locations within a mile-and-a-half 

of our residence.  Of those 12, there are six that are 

within a mile from our home.  

To say that our lives are gonna be impacted, I 

think, is an understatement.  

As I mentioned, about six-and-a-half years 

ago, we purchased this home, which is pictured here.  

When we purchased that, it did not include wind turbines 

in our -- our skyline.  We purchased it because it is a 

quiet, open landscape.  There's -- there's beautiful 

sunsets.  Obviously, it did not include wind turbines 
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that were over 600 feet tall on the horizon.  

Regardless of what model is selected, the wind 

turbines will drastically alter our view.  And I did a 

little -- a little research.  I had mentioned, 

previously, that I do have solar panels, which you can 

see in the picture there.  So, I've done a lot of 

research on green energy.  I'm not entirely opposed to 

green energy.  I like the idea of being self-sufficient.  

If possible some day, I'd like to be off-grid, but 

that's neither here nor there.  

But I have used some of the available 

resources online, one of them is a website called 

SunCalc.org to calculate the shadow that it would 

potentially give us here.  And so the closest wind 

turbine, T35, based on SunCalc.org, would give us 

potentially 66 days where we would see the shadow 

flicker in the morning.  Obviously, the studies that 

were shown give the average based on weather and 

everything else, but it does not calculate or show the 

worst case scenario, which is if every day it was sunny 

in the morning.  In this case, there's a potential for 

66 days and that is just for the one turbine, as opposed 

to just one.  

There are two directly west of us that will 
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potentially cause more disturbance in the evening, 

that's -- we enjoy our -- our time outside.  And 

evenings is generally the time that I get to be outside 

when I'm at home, I'm not working.  

So, there's also the -- the noise pollution 

that would come with this turbine, specifically 

Number 35, and obviously will include a lot more traffic 

up and down our -- our quiet country road.  Not only 

specific during construction time, but also for the next 

30 years during the regular maintenance and routine 

checks.  

So, as you can see here, I've got a couple of 

aerial photographs to showcase some of the landscape 

that will -- as it exists today.  I have -- I do some 

aerial photography on my -- my side job, I guess, 

passion, I guess.  And so, with that, I've -- I've used 

a couple of pictures that I've taken personally, and 

I've shown what they are today and then also examples of 

what it would potentially look like with the wind 

turbines in -- in the area.  And so, I tried to use the 

project map to map out approximately the locations and 

roughly the size of the -- the wind turbines, even 

though they're not the exact model.  

So, if you would tab to the next image, 
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please.  

So, this is facing east.  And the closest one 

is the one on the right there and that is, like I said, 

approximately 2,000 feet away from our home.  It is hard 

to capture just how large 650 feet tall turbines are, 

but that is roughly what we would see if we look to the 

east from our residence once these are -- are built.  

Obviously, this will -- will dominate the view that we 

have.  

And so if you want to tab to the next slide, 

please.  

This is -- it doesn't show up real well -- but 

this is at the end of our driveway, our residence, 

pointing west.  As you can see, we do have beautiful 

sunsets, even though there's not a whole lot else 

besides fields, but we do enjoy our sunsets.  

So, just tab to the next one, you can see 

the -- this is looking to the west from our -- our 

residence.  As I mentioned, there's 12 within a 

mile-and-a-half of our -- our home.  This, again, 

reflects, approximately, the locations and view that we 

would see if these wind turbines are -- are built.  

Along with this specific project, if -- if it 

proceeds, we already have some of the impact from 
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neighboring wind projects that are -- are visible to us, 

not related to Apex, but several have already alluded to 

the Newman Wind Farm.  It's approximately 15 miles away, 

and from our backyard, when we're outside in the 

evenings around the campfire, we will see those flashing 

red lights 15 miles away, so I can't imagine how much 

worse it's gonna be if we're living directly under them, 

not to mention that the -- the turbines used here will 

be much larger than the ones at Newman.  

I think it's been mentioned numerous times, 

but it's worth repeating, I guess:  Each of these wind 

turbines are taller than the St. Louis Arch.  And I 

think most of us have been there and know how -- how 

tall that is, approximately, if we're standing 

underneath that.  

The application has estimated approximately 

ten month's worth of construction, which as it was 

mentioned by Apex witnesses, that will likely extend to 

over a year if there's any sort of a delay, including 

inclement weather or technical issues.  Obviously, this 

prolonged period will have a lot of heavy equipment, 

concrete, gravel trucks, obviously, construction traffic 

of the people that are working on the project on our 

local roads.  As a resident, I am concerned about the 
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increase of the dust, there will be rock chips, extra 

traffic means the roads will get used a lot more, 

destroying the roads during the construction process.  I 

understand they will be rebuilt, but during that process 

there -- we have to travel those roads day in and day 

out.  

And I think our personal property, our 

vehicles, are gonna be subject to a lot more abuse than 

they would be if the wind project did not come in.  

Obviously, that is going to affect their value.  And so 

while we talk about property values, our homes, there is 

a study I just found.  I don't think there's any studies 

done on our vehicles that take the additional abuse, I 

guess.  

Obviously, during that construction phase, as 

mentioned, we spend quite a bit of time outside in the 

evenings, especially during the summer, and I can't 

explain just how quiet it is.  Summer evenings, sitting 

outside, and knowing that that will potentially be 

changed by a lot.  Being able to sit around a campfire 

on Friday evenings and listening to the birds, listening 

to the -- the insects, all that will potentially change 

when you have 12 turbines within a mile-and-a-half.  And 

that construction process, especially, you'll have the 
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noise of that going on seven days a week potentially and 

into the late-night hours.  We have a daughter who is 

seven years old, and through the school year, that will 

affect her ability to be able to sleep when there's a 

lot of additional traffic.  Not something that I think 

is a good thing.  

As mentioned, we bought our home approximately 

seven years or six-and-a-half years ago.  The wind 

turbines were not apart of that decision-making process.  

And now that I've lived here for almost seven years, I'm 

now faced with a future where I have to either 

potentially have my property value, if not diminished -- 

at least the amount of people that are wanting to buy a 

home within a wind project is probably significantly 

smaller than those that just want to live in the 

country.  I definitely would say that even if it's not 

shown in a study, I think it is hard for me to imagine 

that it would not affect the property value.  

And to the members of the board, specifically, 

if you were in the market for a new home, in the 

country, with the exact same residence, available both 

with or without a 650-foot-tall wind turbine, 

approximately 200 -- I'm sorry -- 2,000 feet away, with 

50 others nearby, would you choose the one that is with 
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the wind turbines or away from the wind turbines, where 

you didn't have to potentially see that?  

The rural character of Coles County is what 

drew us here.  We moved here from Moultrie County.  And 

we lived in Arthur.  We enjoyed town for a little bit, 

but we wanted the wide open spaces, that's why we moved 

to the country.  And when this home came for sale, we 

loved it, we loved the view, and so we purchased that 

because of the ability that we have to do what we want 

to.  We're living in the country.  I don't know if 

that's going to change necessarily with the project, but 

there will be a lot more traffic, a lot more things that 

we had not anticipated with -- when we bought this home.  

A project of this scale changes the -- the 

rural, quiet lifestyle that we've enjoyed this far.  And 

the project will significantly limit new construction 

and development of businesses or residences.  In order 

to meet the requirements of the ordinance, we -- we've 

seen all the different setback requirements and how 

Coles Wind may have met those currently, but it also -- 

in the future, if new people come to the area, they are 

gonna be restricted on being able to build depending on 

their location to a -- a wind turbine.  

As I mentioned, I'm not entirely opposed to 
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renewable energy.  I have a wind turbine -- or solar 

panels on my property, but I am opposed to sacrificing 

the quality of daily life and personal property value in 

exchange for a potential economic benefit for the select 

few that's been mentioned here.  It was also mentioned 

that, I believe it was last Monday, we did go to the 

Piatt County Apex Project there and did a -- a brief 

tour.  It was storming or about to storm when we got 

there, so didn't have a whole lot of time, but I will 

also mention, I don't know that I can point to that it 

was a wind turbine issue specifically, but both my wife 

and I noticed that we did get headaches before we left 

there.  It's worth mentioning.  I don't -- I mean, I 

don't have a study or thing to point to that says that's 

where it came from, but that -- that was our personal 

experience after we were up there.  

To the board, I would say as an upstanding, 

law-abiding, tax-paying citizen of Coles County, I would 

respectfully urge you to consider the long-term 

consequences this project could have on the families, 

like ours, and I would ask that you would deny this 

Special Use Permit. 

MR. KAINS:  Thank you, Mr. Yoder.  

Members of the committee, questions for 
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Mr. Yoder?  

Yes, Chairman Watts?  

EXAMINATION

BY MR. WATTS:  

Q. Regarding -- thank you for your testimony.  

Regarding the -- I guess the computer program that you 

used that would show that T35 would get 66 days of 

shadow flicker -- 

A. Correct. 

Q. -- did that translate into hours? 

A. I did not go through and calculate the 

specific hours, but it would show the exact time of day 

based on your location, the elevation of the -- the 

object that you're trying to place within that area, and 

then it should show the amount of time and based on the 

I believe it's Google Maps reference, it would show how 

much time it would land on that building or in that area 

specifically.  

Q. Okay.  And then, also, regarding the Newman 

Wind Farm -- 

MR. KAINS:  Chairman, could you use the 

microphone, please.  

MR. WATTS:  Oh, sorry.  

BY MR. WATTS:  
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Q. Regarding the Newman Project, you say you see 

the red flashing lights? 

A. Correct. 

Q. Do you know if that's the same lighting system 

that's going to be used for the Apex Project in terms 

of, I guess, it's to warn aviation of the turbine's 

presence? 

A. Right, so the -- I believe the red flashing 

lights are required by the FAA, and I don't know if they 

have the same tower, but I know their lights are 

required for the wind turbines. 

Q. Well, why'd you say the one that Apex is 

proposing they only -- they only become active when they 

need to warn flights that are close by, do you know if 

that's the case with...  

A. That -- that was my understanding, but the 

first, I think, three to six months, I believe the 

lights will be on constantly until that is tested and 

verified.  

MR. WATTS:  (Indiscernible) testing, sure.  

Yeah.  Okay, thank you.  

MR. KAINS:  Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

Any other questions from members of the 

Planning and Development Committee?  Very good.  
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Other County Board members -- questions?  

Yes, Mr. Johnson?

EXAMINATION

BY MR. JOHNSON:  

Q. Mr. Yoder, you'd made the comment that your 

study showed you were gonna get 60 days? 

A. 66 days. 

Q. Okay.  How many hours each of those days were 

you gonna see the shadow flicker? 

A. It was approximately -- I was just gonna start 

with very minimal, and then as the time goes through, I 

believe it's approximately 27 minutes per day, I think, 

is the longest potential. 

Q. Okay.  I know you -- young family -- do you 

work from home or do you work out of the home? 

A. I work out of the home, though, I will mention 

through COVID, I was working from home for about a year. 

Q. And does your wife stay home with the -- 

A. My wife is a stay-at-home mom and takes our 

daughter to school every day.  So, it's not like she's 

grabbing the bus and just going.  She -- she personally 

drives her to school close to Arcola.

Q. Okay, so all your children are school-age 

and -- 
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A. We -- we only have one daughter, yes. 

MR. JOHNSON:  Okay.  All right, thank you.  

That's all I had. 

MR. KAINS:  Thank you, Mr. Johnson.  

Any other questions from members of the County 

Board?  

Mr. Shook?  

MR. SHOOK:  Thank you.

EXAMINATION

BY MR. SHOOK:  

Q. You might have not said this and maybe I 

didn't hear it right, do you have solar powers [sic] on 

your property? 

A. I do have solar panels on our property, 

correct. 

Q. Okay.  Well, what -- what makes you have the 

right to have that and these other folks who want to put 

the wind turbines up?  I mean, they're doing it with 

energy and you're doing it with energy.  And you're 

getting -- and you're getting cheaper energy for it, so 

who are you to question whoever that wants to put the 

turbines up on their property 'cause you're putting what 

you got on your property.  

A. That's correct.  So, my question in return is 
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how many of these farmers that own the land, how many of 

them requested to have wind turbines on their property?  

This was -- this was proposed to them and, in return, 

they agreed to the funds.  If it was just a -- a project 

that they wanted to borrow the land or buy an acre of 

land, I don't think they would've just sold it at fair 

market value for one project.  This -- the solar panels 

for myself, as mentioned, I -- I would like to someday 

be off-grid potentially, but that's for my own benefit.  

I -- I -- I benefit.  No one else has to be affected by 

that.  

Q. But you're saving money, though? 

A. I am saving money by producing my own energy, 

and it's my energy that's being -- I'm producing it.  

I'm using it.  The wind farm, the energy does not stay 

just to the local community, it goes wherever the energy 

is needed.  

Q. But it's okay if you do it, but they can't?  

A. I'm -- I'm proposing that what -- what they're 

doing is not exclusively for Coles County.  What I'm 

doing is for my own personal benefit, and it doesn't 

affect my neighbor.  

MR. SHOOK:  I'm done. 

MR. KAINS:  Very good.  Thank you, Mr. Shook.  
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Any other questions from members of the County 

Board?  

MR. BENNETT:  Well, real quick, one question.

MR. KAINS:  Yes, Mr. Bennett?

MR. BENNETT:  Thank you.

EXAMINATION

BY MR. BENNETT:  

Q. Just to clarify that your solar panels are not 

obstructing anybody's view? 

A. That's correct, there's -- there's no 

obstruction to anyone's else view.  I actually have a 

windbreak tree arrangement, basically around the north 

and west side of our property, which is basically the 

only way you can see the -- the panels, so.  

MR. BENNETT:  Thank you. 

MR. KAINS:  Any other questions?  

Mr. Shook?  

CONTINUED EXAMINATION

BY MR. SHOOK:  

Q. Everybody's been saying this is coming down to 

money.  The farmers are getting paid.  They're making 

money.  You're making money, save on electricity, 

your -- your cheaper bills and stuff? 

A. That's -- that's actually incorrect, I'm not 
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making money by -- by having this, I'm -- 

Q. But you're saving money?

A. -- I'm saving money -- 

Q. Well -- 

A. -- because I purchased these panels.  I paid 

to have them installed. 

Q. But money's involved, right? 

A. That's correct. 

Q. Either way you look at it, money's involved?

A. It's my money.  

Q. You're saving your money? 

A. That's correct.  Being a steward -- a good 

steward I -- I hope is what I'm trying to do here. 

MR. SHOOK:  I'm done. 

MR. KAINS:  Thank you, Mr. Shook.  

Any other questions from members of the County 

Board?

Members of units of local government, 

including school districts?  

Cross-examination, Mr. Hess, Ms. Antoniolli?  

Ah, Ms. Lode?  

MS. LODE:  Yeah, just briefly.  

EXAMINATION

BY MS. LODE:   
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Q. Mr. Yoder, thank you for your testimony.  I 

just have a couple clarification questions.  Were you 

here on the evening Jason Conley, our occupational 

safety expert, spoke? 

A. I believe so.  I'm -- it's been a while.  

Q. So, do you recall him testifying about the 

Aircraft-Detecting Lighting System? 

A. I do, yeah, I do remember that part, correct. 

Q. So, as you indicated in your testimony, for 

the first three to six months, we'll have to test that 

system, correct? 

A. Uh-huh, correct. 

Q. Following that, the lights on top of these 

towers will only be on when a plane is within three 

nautical miles, do you remember him testifying to that? 

A. I do remember that, correct. 

Q. So, for the life of the project, the blinking 

lights will not be on the majority of the time, correct? 

A. I can't speak to that specifically.  I -- 

we -- another point I would make is that we have 

constant -- I say "constant" -- fairly regular 

helicopter traffic from the -- it's generally the Air 

Evac traveling north and -- sorry -- yeah, north and 

south direction, and so to routinely see that concerns 
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me a little bit.  And that's typically -- I'm home at 

night, and that's when I see it.  I -- I would notice 

that, so.

Q. Were you here on the evening that Brie 

Anderson testified?  That would be the second night of 

hearing, March 19th.  

A. I believe so. 

Q. Do you recall a question about that 

helicopter -- helicopter path? 

A. I -- I recall someone asking something about 

that. 

Q. And do you recall Ms. Anderson saying that 

that path and those folks that fly that medical path 

were consulted when fighting the turbines? 

A. I don't remember the specific answer, but I 

remember the question. 

Q. Just a few more clarification questions.  Were 

you here on the night Mr. Adam Carlson, our project 

construction expert, testified? 

A. I was. 

Q. And do you recall him testifying that we'll 

need to enter into a Road Use Agreement with every 

township, every road district, and county where we 

impact the roads?
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A. Yes. 

Q. And it's those Road Use Agreements will cover 

pre-maintenance prior to bringing in heavy vehicles, 

maintenance during construction, and maintenance 

following construction? 

A. I -- as I understood, their agreement still 

has to be finalized yet, so I don't know specifically 

what that looks like. 

MS. LODE:  Okay, no further questions.  

Thank you.

MR. KAINS:  Thank you, Ms. Lode.  

All right, questions from Coles County Staff 

and Consultants, Mr. Lockhart?  

MR. LOCKHART:  No, sir.  

MR. KAINS:  Okay.  Mr. Keyt?  

MR. KEYT:  No, sir. 

MR. KAINS:  All right, very good.

Members of the public, folks in support of or 

neutral on the application with questions for Mr. Yoder?  

Very good.  Thank you.  

MS. ROGERS:  Can -- can we ask questions, 

opposed, that clarify things that were asked?  Can we 

ask -- 

MR. KAINS:  No, ma'am.  That's called -- 
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MS. ROGERS:  But it's -- 

MR. KAINS:  -- bolstering and that's not 

proper cross-examination, but thank you for asking.  

All right, and final questions for the witness 

come from members of the committee.  Okay, very good.  

Mr. Yoder, thank you.  You may step down.  

Tina Green.  Is Ms. Green -- there she is.  

And, Mr. Sherman, about how long do you think 

your presentation might go?  

MR. SHERMAN:  At least an hour or over an 

hour. 

MR. KAINS:  I was going to say, you only get 

an hour, but...  Okay.

MR. SHERMAN:  And I'm not kidding.  I have 52 

points. 

MR. KAINS:  No, that -- that's wonderful.  I 

was expecting that.  Maybe we'll have Mr. Shaw could 

go -- or Ms. Winslow or Mr. Shaw could go next.  

All right, Ms. Green, could you please raise 

your right hand to be sworn.  

(Witness sworn.) 

MR. KAINS:  You do, very good.  Okay, use the 

microphone right in front of you.  Go right ahead.  

TINA GREEN,
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called as a witness, being first duly sworn,

was examined and testified as follows: 

TESTIMONY 

MS. GREEN:  Well, I don't have a slideshow, 

but I have a picture that ironically I won a photo 

contest with Coles-Moultrie Electric.  And this is my 

backyard.  

You're probably familiar, Sheriff, yeah.

Anyway, very proud of my backyard.  And I just 

wanted to point out, I've lived up -- this belonged to 

my in-laws.  It was part of my husband's grandfather's 

farm.  

MR. KAINS:  Could you please sit down and use 

the microphone?  

MS. GREEN:  Oh, yes. 

MR. KAINS:  Thank you. 

MS. GREEN:  Anyway, I'm going to read this 

because as you can see, I'm very nervous. 

MR. KAINS:  It's all okay, Ms. Green.  I think 

we're all -- by this point, we're probably all friends, 

whether we want to be or not.  So, go right ahead. 

MS. GREEN:  I hope so.  Well, 12 years ago, in 

2013, we returned to Charleston after living in 

Plainfield, Illinois, 35 years, during our careers in 
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Naperville, Illinois.  We were fortunate to buy back my 

in-laws' home in rural Charleston, but unfortunate for 

us, we live in Morgan Township, where some of the wind 

turbines are being planned to go up.  We are across the 

field from -- maybe I'm not supposed to say his name, so 

I won't -- where this 643-foot wind turbine will be 

towering over our pine trees that line our front yard.  

We were also fortunate to buy acreage across 

the road that was once apart of my husband's 

grandparents' farm.  That typically doesn't happen.  

In other words, we returned home to spend a 

quiet, golden retirement away from traffic and concrete 

on the Clark Farmstead.  To the point, your specialty 

experts over the past meetings have claimed there are no 

negative impacts of the wind turbines.  

I need a breath.  

I've been told that I have a beautiful 

property, but who is going to want to live there staring 

at a 643-foot wind turbine from my front porch, where I 

could actually enjoy seeing bald eagles and gold eagles 

lying in our fields?  Environmentalists say, "There's no 

negative impact to these majestic birds and any birds 

that come near them."  I have strong doubts for their 

safety.  The specialists say there's no negative impact 
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on pouring concrete into farmland and the residuals of 

the oil leaking down into the soil.  Again, I have 

reservations on that (indiscernible) to our health along 

with vibrations these massive turbines put off.  

The specialists say the turbines have no 

negative impact to the Doppler radar, affecting our 

tornado warnings.  The confident, trained meteorologists 

say the wind turbines scramble the signals, blocking 

accurate weather readings.  

I mentioned we moved from Plainfield to our 

present home 12 years ago.  But while living in 

Plainfield, 35 years ago, on August 28th, 1990, was the 

worst recorded tornado, an F5 with over 300 mile per 

hour winds.  You would probably like that.  It sent -- 

killed 29 people and injuring 350 people, including our 

biology teacher at the Plainfield High School.  His 

wife, Ruth Hunt, fought to get Doppler radar in this 

very state when she lost her husband because there was 

no warning as that storm came out of DeKalb, destroying 

everything in its path as it exploded in microbursts.  

Now, again, I fear I will have no warnings, as 

a Doppler radar would be compromised, I believe.  And 

even if it isn't compromised, but I believe it does 

scramble it, that even if one life would be taken 
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because there was no warning, that's one too many.  I 

wonder how many Apex developers -- and I just -- and I 

don't mean this insincerely, but I just wonder how many 

would live in these conditions?  One of your specialists 

said he probably wouldn't when he was recently 

questioned in these meetings.  

Finally, all I can say is, God help us to keep 

our farmland for its true purpose of producing crops and 

not sending electricity to our eastern states all under 

the great terminology of no negative impacts to the land 

or people living nearby.  That's all I can say.  

MR. KAINS:  Very good.  Thank you for your 

testimony, Ms. Green.  

Questions for Ms. Green from members of the 

Committee?  

County Board?  

MR. BENNETT:  Yes.  

MR. KAINS:  Yes, Mr. Bennett?  

MR. BENNETT:  Bob Bennett.  

EXAMINATION

BY MR. BENNETT:  

Q. What is the distance that this wind turbine 

will be to your property you're gonna see at your back 

porch? 
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A. It will be about a quarter of a mile.  I mean, 

it's right across the field from me.  

Q. That's my only question, thank you.

A. And I have pretty tall pines, but I don't 

think they can block it.  

MR. KAINS:  All right, any other questions 

from members of the county -- yes, Mr. Shook?  

EXAMINATION

BY MR. SHOOK:  

Q. And how many turbines will be close to you? 

A. Well, one for sure and that's one too many.  

That's one too many.  I came back here to retire, and I 

never dreamed this would -- 

Q. Who --

(Pause.)

A. Go ahead, I'm sorry.  What, I've got you 

pausing. 

Q. These -- these farmers that are gonna be doing 

this, it's their property, they pay taxes just like you.  

A. Yeah. 

Q. And, sure, they're gonna make some money on it 

and all that, but it's their property.  

A. Oh, excuse me. 

Q. Do you think -- do you think you have the 
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right to tell whoever not to do it? 

A. I kind of because they're not gonna look at 

it.  They're -- they're in town or they're south of 

town.  They're not gonna be looking at it.  

Q. It's still their property.  

A. Okay, so -- so we are forced to accept that, 

is that what you're saying?  

Q. I'm saying it's their property.  They pay 

taxes.  They're not killing nobody or anything like 

that.  So, I understand that there's a lot of problem 

with it.  

A. What is if there is -- what if it is true and 

this Doppler radar, which this woman fought to get for 

this state and her husband died because there was no 

Doppler -- well, we have Doppler radar now, but these 

things are -- supposedly do scramble it.  And even if it 

doesn't, I mean -- I mean, that's what we rely on.  I 

have an app on my phone that tells me.  

In fact, I had from the National Weather 

Service the other day -- I have to say this -- in the 

bad storm, there was storms coming, seven -- this was on 

a Friday night.  I was cleaning my neighbor's house, got 

home, and I got this on my phone, alert, a bad 

thunderstorm was coming seven miles northeast of town in 
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Charleston.  That's exactly where I live, where hail, 

and da, da, da, da -- well, am I gonna get that kind of 

information that fast if there is a bad storm coming 

and -- and -- and possibly these turbines could affect 

that?  I don't know. 

MR. SHOOK:  I don't -- I don't have anymore. 

MR. KAINS:  Okay.  Any other questions from 

members of the County Board?  

From members of units of local government, 

including school districts?  

Cross-examination, counsel?  

MR. HESS:  Thank you, Mr. Kains.  

EXAMINATION

BY MR. HESS:  

Q. Ms. Green, thank you for you testimony.  I 

will keep this very brief.  You do understand that the 

Federal Government has looked at this particular project 

and concluded no reviewing agencies, that would include 

the Weather Service, had concerns with turbine 

construction in the investigated field area? 

A. No, but I don't understand why on our local -- 

why the meteorologists are telling us this, that's 

putting that kind of fear about these wind turbines that 

they could scramble the Doppler radar.  Why do they do 
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that, if it's not solved?  

MR. HESS:  Thank you, Ms. Green.  I have no 

further questions.  Thank you for your testimony. 

MR. KAINS:  Thank you, Mr. Hess.  

All right, members of the public, folks in 

favor of the application or neutral.  Very good.  Thank 

you.  

Questions from Coles County Staff and 

Consultants, Mr. Lockhart?  

MR. LOCKHART:  No, sir. 

MR. KAINS:  Mr. Keyt?  

MR. KEYT:  No, sir. 

MR. KAINS:  All right, very good.  

All right, final questions come from members 

of the committee for Ms. Green.  Very good, thank you.  

Ms. Green, thank you for your testimony. 

MS. GREEN:  Thank you. 

MR. KAINS:  You may step down.  

All right, I had two folks during the break 

ask to testify.  Ms. Winslow, Mr. Shaw, which one of you 

wants to go next?  

(Pause.)

MS. WINSLOW:  I've been elected, I guess. 

MR. KAINS:  Ms. Winslow?  All right.  
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(Pause.) 

MR. KAINS:  Come right up here.  

(Witness sworn.) 

MR. KAINS:  Very good, thank you.  And you are 

Connie Winslow?  

MS. WINSLOW:  Yes, sir. 

MR. KAINS:  Can you spell you last name for 

the court reporter?  

MS. WINSLOW:  W-i-n-s-l-o-w. 

MR. KAINS:  Okay.  And what county do you 

live in?  

MS. WINSLOW:  Coles County. 

MR. KAINS:  Okay, very good.  Go right ahead, 

Ms. Winslow.  

CONNIE WINSLOW,

called as a witness, being first duly sworn,

was examined and testified as follows: 

TESTIMONY 

MS. WINSLOW:  Yes, I live in Coles County.  I 

opted -- well, my mother did before she passed away not 

to have turbines.  And I know most of the people here 

that have been speaking because they're my neighbors one 

to three miles away.  And I've known little Jerry Smith 

since he was probably six years old and used to come 
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through the doggie door for fun going back and forth, 

and now his little children can do that.  

But, anyway, I want to thank the board members 

and -- for the freedom and opportunity for us to explain 

why we opposed the wind turbines.  I hope the 

information and feelings that are being presented here 

tonight will give you a better understanding of how the 

wind turbines can adversely affect the daily lives of 

the surrounding residences, their pets, the wildlife, 

the neighboring farmland, and even could change some of 

the weather patterns.  

I am the third generation to own and manage 

the family farm.  The two-story, 150-year-old farm home 

that I'm starting to fix up was purchased by my 

grandfather.  He and my grandmother had moved from 

Indiana to Nebraska and had purchased farmland through 

the Government Homestead Act.  She learned to become a 

very good wheat farmer.  They lived there a few years, 

and then because of different factors, Grandpa decided 

to move.  The Dust Bowl was headed up there, the 

Depression had just started, and probably the biggest 

factor that helped Grandpa decide to move was Grandma.  

She was a young married woman, she did not like the 

extreme hard cold winter, the hot summers, the wind 
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blowing dirt in her little three-room home -- three-room 

home whenever she had her windows open, and no other 

farm women to talk to or general stores for many, many 

miles that could only be reached by horse.  So, they 

headed for Illinois.  

What became the Winslow Farm, 130 acres, was 

up for sale because of the Depression.  They lived in a 

two-room little cabin in the corner of the yard while 

Grandpa fixed up the two-story farm -- farmhouse for 

them to move into.  My father, Raymond, was born in the 

farmhouse and two years later, my Uncle Wayne was born 

in the farmhouse.  Grandpa and the farm neighbor men 

helped him build the barn, the grainery, the corn crib, 

the chicken house, the rabbit house over several years.  

They had been farming with horses, and when 

Dad was a teenager, his dad finally bought their very 

first new tractor, a Farmall H.  Later, he bought a new 

Farmall Super M, and my dad and Uncle Wayne were 

delighted.  It was a great addition to the farm for 

field work and helping with the livestock.  

My grandpa had a heart event bringing in the 

cattle in the back forty one evening.  My father was 

working in the barn and wondered why his father was not 

anywhere to be seen and the livestock were still out in 
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the pasture.  He went out and found him gone, laying in 

the grassy lane.  Dad, being the oldest at 20, was now 

in charge of the farmland and the animals.  

He was drafted into the army.  After his time 

was done, he then moved back to the farm where he loved 

and enjoyed working.  His mother remarried and moved to 

her new husband's farm.  His brother was then drafted, 

and Dad decided he wanted to buy the farm from his 

mother and his brother so that he could continue to live 

there.  

He started dating my mother from Arcola.  So, 

after four years and his return from the army, they 

married.  Mom moved into the Winslow Farmhouse.  They 

both loved the farm and loved the Lord.  They brought us 

up that it was a privilege and we were the caretakers of 

God's land and all his animals.  Adam and Eve were the 

very first family farmers.  My parents told us that it 

doesn't matter what the neighbors, your friends, or 

relatives think.  The only person we have to please and 

to answer to is God.  

In 2012, they were honored with the Coles 

County Conservation of the Year Award.  Dad was always 

planting trees and evergreens.  I grew up amongst pigs, 

chickens, cats, dogs, and the occasional strays that he 
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always adopted and cared for.  We had ten acres of 

clover he rotated every few years around the farm.  He 

had beehives that would produce delicious honey.  He 

would turn the clover over after a few years and the 

soil had come to life again.  It was mellow and crumbled 

easy.  

When we had livestock, the manure was spread 

across the field as natural fertilizer.  I got my first 

driving lesson at six on the Farmall H.  I was riding on 

the tractor sharing a seat with Dad, holding on to the 

frame.  The manure spreader had stopped.  He said, "You 

hold the big wheel, and I'll go back and work on the 

spreader.  You just keep driving forward toward the 

treeline."  I was scared to death, but loving it at the 

same time.  When we got to the end, he said, "Now, grab 

the steering wheel knob and keep turning."  So, I got us 

turned around and drove it to the other end.  Later, Mom 

found out.  She was mad.  She said I could've been 

killed.  He said, "Well, she just did fine."  And went 

back outside and worked.  

This farm has had a lot of hard workers, good 

care, conservation improvement, and even though some 

lean times they thought they could barely hang on to the 

property, they made it.  Neither my parents or 
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grandparents went on fancy trips, brought -- bought 

expensive vehicles, or spent a lot of money on the 

latest things for the house or the farm.  They bought 

the best they could afford and then took care of it.  

Dad went to many a farm sales and bought the best used 

equipment he could find.  

I was blessed to be taught how to care for 

animals and wildlife.  I have a variety of birds, 

squirrels, rabbits in my big yard.  The field border 

have deer, quail, pheasants, eagles, butterflies, bees, 

and other wildlife.  It is very peaceful to be out there 

working in the yard or working in my field borders.  

Just the sound of nature and an occasional vehicle or 

farm implement going by is all I have to hear.  It's 

just the perfect location.  I'm only three miles from 

the highway and only a few miles from our local post 

office in Hindsboro.  

My parents and grandparents said they never 

wanted to have wind turbines or any of the so-called 

green energy machines on their property.  They said they 

believed in the long-run, they did not do what they 

claimed, and they would do for the land -- and they 

would not do for the land -- for the owner -- the owner 

or the community what was promised.  They said they were 
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just like a used cars salesman.  They are telling you 

what they need to tell you in order for you to sign 

their contract.  They said this is not an improvement to 

the land.  My parents promised each other and I promised 

them I would not allow anyone to build wind turbines or 

any other machines or put any other large equipment on 

the land.  

When the Embarras Area Water District wanted 

to -- to put the local water tank on our property, my 

father said no.  So, it went on the farmer -- he decided 

to purchase it, let them put it on his land north of us.  

Since then, we've had trouble with the AM radio and the 

TV channels have never been quite right since they 

installed the water tower.  The Coles-Moultrie Electric 

checked it and it's nothing to do with electric lines, 

but it's all to do with the power and the maintenance 

building that needs several filters, that for some 

reason, despite complaints, the Embarras Area Water 

District has not installed any filters.  

Therefore, we are kind of bitter because 

something's been forced upon us and has affected our 

lives that wasn't affected before that was put there.  

We also agree to -- we also agree that putting any 

machines on property that can -- might affect your 
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neighbors, your children, their grandchildren, their 

pets, and all form of wildlife is probably not good.  

We cannot live with ourselves because of our 

desire for just a little bit more money when we are 

negatively affecting our neighbors.  That is what a good 

neighbor does.  It is an unwritten agreement.  It is a 

concern for the physical and mental health of your 

neighbor and your friends.  They should not have to put 

up with the construction, the huge visual sight, the 

constant noise, the effects from infrasound, the EMF, 

electromagnetic field, given off from the large 

electrical cables under the ground, the possible 

interference with your cell phone, your television 

signal, and radio reception.  

I personally couldn't sleep at night, myself, 

if I thought I had somehow affected my neighbor's sleep, 

caused ringing in their ears, dizziness, headaches, and 

any possible health effects that could happen.  And what 

if it affected their health enough that they had to move 

away?  Then, I've lost a good neighbor and a friend.  

We all chose to live out here.  Several who 

live out here in our rural community have or are in the 

process of fixing up their residence, just like I am.  

Making improvements.  An improvement does not include 
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installing over 600-foot-tall turbines.  We like the 

sunrise and the sunsets the way they are now -- 

beautiful, colorful on the horizon.  No turbines are 

blocking our view.  No turbine noise of whooshing, 

roaring, or banging.  No shadow flickering in the fields 

or the yards.  It is quiet, other than the wind rustling 

through the trees.  We aren't forced to listen to the 

maximum noise level all day and all night from these 

wind turbines.  No birds, bats, or insects are in harm's 

way.  At this time, they have the freedom and the safe 

passage to fly there they want.  They don't have to 

worry about paying attention to how close they are to a 

blade that will throw them to their death or cut their 

body parts off.  

A turbine has low pressure areas near the tip 

of the blades.  The air in a bat's lungs is at a higher 

pressure.  And as the bat is flying near the turbine, 

their pressure difference causes the bat's lungs to 

expand and can rupture tiny blood vessels around their 

lungs as they get close to it.  Therefore, this makes 

their lungs explode, killing them.  

The turbines do not make sense to me.  They 

can cause too much harm and health issues.  With eight 

turbines projected just west of my farm to be built 
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within a small area, there surely will be some side 

effects.  You can't have the -- that many grouped 

together and not cause some kind of problems.  There 

will be effects like ground warming, drying out the soil 

for a few miles, removing energy from the natural wind 

pattern, which will all have an impact on the overall 

weather in our area.  

The people who live out here in a rural 

community were here first.  None of the residents around 

my area want the turbines.  We don't get to vote, other 

than to express our feelings in opposition and pray our 

representatives on the board hear our pleas to say, 

"No."  Too much is at stake.  We should have the freedom 

to live out here and see the amber waves of the grain 

and not big white turbines in our visual or hearing 

sight.  

There is one landowner that has been very 

considerate of our neighbors -- that was First Mid Ag 

Services back in 2021.  They sent our family the -- and 

surrounding landowners the letter.  I'll read a portion 

of it.  They say -- 

MR. KAINS:  Ma'am, what is this letter?  

MS. WINSLOW:  This is a letter from First Mid 

Ag to my mother regarding the Eastern Illinois 
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University Foundation Brainard and Daughtery Farms, 

Coles County Wind Farm, Apex Clean Energy. 

MR. KAINS:  What's the date on the letter?  

MS. WINSLOW:  January 19th, 2021. 

MR. KAINS:  Okay.  Just a portion of it, right?  

MS. WINSLOW:  Yes. 

MR. KAINS:  Okay, very good.  

MS. WINSLOW:  It's explaining, "As you know, 

Apex Energy is in the beginning stages of developing a 

wind energy project in Northern Coles County, north of 

Charleston.  Apex has been seeking wind energy leases 

from property owners with farmland located within their 

project.  

I oversee Eastern Illinois University 

Foundation Farms located throughout Central Illinois.  

The foundation has two farms, being the Brainard, 

Daughtery Farms that are located in the Apex project.  

Apex is interested in leasing both farms for the wind 

energy."  

And for their reference, they include the -- a 

map and the location of the two farms.  

"I am seeking, as the Foundation Manager, 

input of all property owners within a one mile radius of 

these farms so that we might understand the prospective 
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of the project within the community.  Please indicate 

your opinion of the wind project by marking one of the 

options below, which is support, oppose, or undecided.  

Please return this letter to me in the enclosed envelope 

at your convenience.  Call me with any questions."  

That was in January.  We sent back the letter 

and enclosed a letter stating our oppositions and why.  

And June 21st, 2021, they sent a -- a new letter.  It 

says, "As you remember, Apex Energy has been working 

with landowners in Coles County to potentially develop a 

wind farm over in Charleston.  Reminder, that I am an 

overseer of the Eastern Illinois University Foundation 

Farms located throughout Central Illinois.  The two 

farms were the Brainard and Daughtery Farms, located 

within the project.  Apex is interested in leasing both 

farms for the wind energy project."  

The last paragraph says, "In a previous 

letter, the Foundation sought input of all property 

owners within a mile radius of these farms, so that we 

might understand prospective of the projects within the 

community.  After receiving many responses and 

considering numerous other factors, the EIU Foundation 

Board had decided that the Brainard/Daughtery Farms will 

not be participating in the wind project.  The 



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

126

Foundation thanks each of you that responded to our 

initial letter.  If you have any more concerns, give me 

a call."  

I consider that a very good neighbor because 

they wanted to know what the surrounding landowners' 

opinions were.  And I appreciated that apparently they 

had a lot of opposition and they decided not to go with 

the project.  And I wanted to share that was my thought 

of a good neighborhood, and I was pleasantly surprised 

since it was a bank that they didn't just go for the 

money.  

Some of the residents in the area are worried 

if they're going to be forced to leave because of health 

of their family and their property value will be 

lowered.  I've had two real estate agents tell me that 

resident's property will probably not be quite as 

valuable with turbines around them as it would be if 

there were not turbines.  

If Apex or the leaseholders believed nearby 

property values will not be hurt by the presence of a 

wind turbine, then they should have no problem with 

ensuring neighbors with a Property Value Guarantee, a 

PVG.  

Most of you that live in town have chose to 
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live in the location where your home is.  Say, if a hog 

farm, a chicken farm, a sheep farm, and a cattle farm 

all decided to build a big plant right outside the city 

limits and surround the city, one is built on each side, 

the money proposed for schools, taxes, and the roads and 

the community is very tempting, but in order to possibly 

get some of the money they proposed to you, the town 

would have to put up with these things being built.  But 

you didn't move into town to put up with these -- the 

sights, the sounds, the smell of agriculture.  Let's say 

that they run 24 hours, six days a week.  Semis coming 

and going, making noise, livestock making noise, workmen 

hollering at each other to hear because they can't hear 

for the noise of the fans, the generators, and engines 

going all day and all night.  You sweat -- smell wafts 

of manure when you are out working and lounging in your 

backyard.  You smell manure when you eat your meal.  You 

hear different noises while you're trying to sleep.  If 

you live near the roads they used, your pets and 

children aren't safe to be near or ride their bikes near 

the dangerous high traffic.  The constant noise and 

smell gives you a headache.  Over time, you don't even 

remember what your food tasted or smelled like.  Maybe 

you decide you want to move, but you can't because you 
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find out that your property's not as desirable as it was 

before these plants moved in your area.  So, now you 

can't afford to move.  

Doesn't the thought of this scenario ever 

happening bring a variety of emotions to your mind?  

Wouldn't you be thinking, "Well, my family was here 

first.  We've been here several years.  I know that 

these people owned this property, and they can build 

what they want, but now they have affected a property 

that I've been improving for years and now isn't worth 

as much."  

We have neighbors we like and we shouldn't 

have to deal with the sights, sounds, and smells from 

something we don't want.  How do you feel that you don't 

get to vote now and say no?  You have to hope and pray 

your town board thinks more of their residents than it 

does the pie in the sky with the livestock corporations 

that are operating the town.  What happens to caring 

about each other, finding alternatives of things, living 

within your means?  

No one likes listening to a slow dripping 

faucet, a clothes dryer running all night, the white 

noise of a television that doesn't have any reception, a 

neighbor playing the same song in the backyard every 
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night, or a loose piece of metal on your neighbor's 

house banging in the wind every night.  But remember, 

you can get used to it.  Your brain will just turn it 

off.  You will learn to sleep through it.  Why have we 

become so greedy and care for ourselves?  We will all 

have a lot to answer for when we reach our Lord God.  

We -- we reap what we sow later than we sow and more 

than we sow.  

It makes me sad to think the children and 

grandchildren coming out behind us will not have the 

privilege of seeing a sunrise or sunset in our area 

without a wind turbine, the thoughts of wildlife leaving 

the area if they aren't killed first, the possible 

health issues that might occur for different residents.  

When you see a beautiful portrait photograph real estate 

brochure or vacation spot, they don't have wind turbines 

in them.  No one ever tells their realtor, "Hey, please 

find me a home in the middle of a turbine farm.  I want 

to go on vacation next year and camp out and picnic by a 

wind turbine.  

To be fair, if you want and like turbines, you 

should have to buy or build a home out and along them, 

live in a farm area where the wind turbines are.  

Therefore, you can experience the noise, infrasound, and 
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sight like you want the rest of us that oppose them.  

The owners of these energy projects should be an example 

of how great it is to live out there, and they do it by 

building homes and communities for their employees to 

surround their homes and families with wind turbines and 

green energy machines.  

Can't we be the country -- the county that 

shows that this is the example to others, you can keep 

your rural county areas as they should be.  We are not 

bullied, threatened, or bribed.  We care about the -- we 

care about and protect our rural residents and the 

wildlife.  We don't want them to move out.  We hope that 

others will move into the area because they don't want 

to live where turbines and solar panels are being built, 

so they move to Coles County.  

This is some of the best soil and farm ground 

in the Midwest.  It is the right thing to do.  We have 

to take care of each other and the land and the 

wildlife.  We have to remember and think of others 

instead of just ourselves and our greed, otherwise what 

kind of people are we?  

That's all I have to say. 

MR. KAINS:  Thank you, Ms. Winslow.  Thank you 

for your testimony.  
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Questions for Ms. Winslow from members of the 

Planning and Development Committee?  

Chairman?  

EXAMINATION

BY MR. WATTS:  

Q. Thank you for your testimony, Ms. Winslow.  I 

didn't hear anything about air pressure affecting bats.  

Do you have the name of the study that that was 

referencing? 

(Document tendered.) 

A. There's a screenshot.  It says at the bottom, 

I believe.  

Q. Okay.  I'll get that from you later so I can 

look at it.  

A. Okay, sure. 

Q. And then also, could we give me -- who was the 

author of the letter from EIU regarding the Brainard 

Farm? 

A. The farm manager was Cory Kauffman.

Q. And that's who wrote the letter, Cory 

Kauffman? 

A. Yes. 

MR. WATTS:  Okay, thank you.

MR. KAINS:  And can you spell "Cory" and 
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"Kauffman" for the record. 

MS. WINSLOW:  C-o-r-y, K-a-u-f-f-m-a-n. 

MR. KAINS:  Very good, thank you.  

Any other questions from members of the 

committee for Ms. Winslow?  

County Board members?  

Members of the units of local government, 

including school districts?  

Cross-examination, counsel?  

MS. LODE:  No.  Thank you for your testimony. 

MR. KAINS:  Thank you, Ms. Lode.

All right, members of the public who are in 

support of the application or neutral on the 

application?  Ms. Callaway?  

MS. CALLAWAY:  I just have a quick question.  

Do I need to redo my name and all that?  

MR. KAINS:  No, just ask your question.  We 

know who you are now. 

MS. CALLAWAY:  Okay.  All right.  

EXAMINATION

BY MS. CALLAWAY:  

Q. I was just wondering, I -- first of all, like 

I've stated, I've learned a lot from this whole hearing 

and everything.  Just wondering, Ms. Winslow, you 
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mentioned ground warming and drying out the soil.  Was 

that a study or where was your information on that?  

Just curious.  

A. One of the informations was from a Marilyn -- 

I'm not certain if I'm saying this right -- Vos Savant.  

The last name is V-o-s, S-a-v-a-n-t.  She used to write 

articles and we clipped this one a few years ago.  She 

is supposed to be close to genius in expertise. 

MR. KAINS:  And that's a newspaper article 

that you have?  

MS. WINSLOW:  Clipped it from -- she used to 

write articles and they would publish them. 

MR. KAINS:  Okay, very good. 

BY MS. CALLAWAY:  

Q. So, it's a newspaper article -- 

A. Yes.

Q. -- is that what you're saying?

A. Yes, they used to publish her articles in the 

paper. 

Q. Okay, so it was a newspaper article.  So -- 

and she is considered an expert why?  Just asking.  

A. She's supposed to be a genius in all kinds 

of -- you know, she's smart enough she knows a vast 

amount of things. 
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Q. Now, her accreditations were what? 

A. It doesn't say. 

Q. It doesn't say, okay.  Did the article say 

anything about -- well, wait a minute.  I'm trying to 

figure out how to -- okay.  You had mentioned ground 

warming, let's cover that, first.  

How is it ground warming -- a wind turbine, 

how is it warming the ground?  

A. I would assume she meant because of -- it 

keeps spinning so it's heating up the ground and -- 

Q. Okay, if you don't -- 

A. And the -- the electrical and heat that a 

turbine would give off. 

Q. Okay, I heard you -- you used the word 

"assuming," is that what the article said that...  

A. She -- she said that it would warm the ground.  

Q. She said it -- 

A. Amongst other things, she did. 

Q. Okay, and I was just kind of wondering, you 

said "drying," I know the wind obviously goes across, as 

far as farming goes, it goes across the field and 

obviously wind coverings, you have evaporation, and that 

kind of thing, obviously, drying the field.  And, 

therefore, the wind is going to be blowing across the 
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field anyway, so how is that -- what's the 

difference becoming -- just a second -- what's the 

difference between the wind blowing across the farm 

versus the wind turbine?  I mean, it's all wind.  I mean 

the wind causes the turbines to go round, so either way 

you have wind.  Does that make sense? 

MR. KAINS:  If you know the answer.  What's 

the difference between wind blowing and wind coming off 

of a turbine blade?  

Q. Because the wind -- 

MR. KAINS:  If you know. 

Q. -- is blowing the wind turbine? 

A. I -- I don't know, but I would assume when you 

have just like in your home, if you start a fan up, it's 

blowing and drying a lot more than it -- just a regular 

breeze -- 

Q. That's not my question.

A. -- coming through the window.  You've added 

that fan now, so it's going to be drying the fields out 

even more underneath of them and surrounding area. 

Q. Okay.  Oh, gosh, I don't know.  I have -- I'm 

trying to figure out how to ask this question without a 

statement.  I have two residences.  And I understand 

the -- because we actually bought a home and they built 
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something across from it where it used to be a field, so 

I get it.  But wouldn't you agree that that is, with all 

the zoning laws and different things, wouldn't you agree 

that, you know, that's just kind of what happens in -- 

in life?  Sometimes you don't always -- what do I want 

to say?  Okay.  Sometimes that'll -- okay, let me -- I'm 

sorry -- sometimes, like, we might not always like the 

way the zoning board does things that they do, but it 

happens, wouldn't you agree about that? 

A. I don't guess I understand your question. 

Q. Okay.  Okay.  Let me -- let me say...  Would 

you agree that things change and people have a right to 

build and do things on their property, no matter what it 

is, whether it's a hog farm or a...  

MR. KAINS:  "Do people have a right to do what 

they want to with their property?" is, I believe, the 

question. 

MS. CALLAWAY:  Thank you. 

MS. WINSLOW:  Maybe legally.  

MS. CALLAWAY:  Okay.  

MS. WINSLOW:  But morally and as a neighbor, a 

friend, would you really be a good neighbor or a friend 

if you're affecting them negatively just because you 

want something or you desire something or you...  Do we 
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just live in a world that's all for ourselves and 

doesn't matter what other people think or feel?  

MS. CALLAWAY:  You know what, I was just gonna 

ask something else, but I think I'll leave it there. 

MR. KAINS:  Okay, thank you, Ms. Callaway. 

MS. CALLAWAY:  Thank you, Ms. Winslow. 

MR. KAINS:  Okay, very good.

Any other questions from folks in support of 

the application or neutral on the application?  Very 

good.  

Coles County Staff and Consultants, Mr. Lockhart?  

MR. LOCKHART:  No, sir. 

MR. KAINS:  Mr. Keyt?  

MR. KEYT:  I don't have -- I don't have any 

questions, but I do think we need to clarify the record 

about what has been referenced and whether it's being 

requested to be placed into evidence.  So, I think there 

was a reference to a bat study and there was also a 

reference to an article by a Ms. Vos Savant.  I don't -- 

I don't know if she's requesting that those be submitted 

into evidence or not.  It's okay if they're not, I think 

she read what the of substance of them was. 

MR. KAINS:  She -- she's testified to the 

letter from the Eastern Illinois University Foundation, 
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so there's no reason to admit that.  She read the sum 

and substance of both of those letters from a 

Mr. Kauffman with EIU Foundation, so that won't need to 

come in.  

With respect to a bat study, no, that's -- 

that's not going to come in.  And the newspaper clipping 

of somebody in Maryland is -- that's -- that's not going 

to come in as evidence either. 

MR. KEYT:  Okay. 

MR. KAINS:  Okay, do you have any questions of 

Ms. Winslow?  

MR. KEYT:  No, I don't have any questions for her. 

MR. KAINS:  Okay, very good. 

All right, final questions come from members 

of the committee.  Very good, thank you.

Ms. Winslow, you may step down.  

Let's take up the issue of the -- Rita Rogers' 

evidence that she brought forward, the study.  

Mr. Keyt, do you have it?  

Have you seen it, Mr. Hess?  

MR. HESS:  We have, Your Honor -- yes, sir -- 

sorry -- 

MR. KAINS:  Okay.

MR. HESS:  -- Mr. Kains, yes, sir.  
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MR. KAINS:  What's the name of it, again?  

MR. KEYT:  Oh, boy.  

(Audience members laughing.)

MR. KAINS:  Yeah, I'm gonna make you earn your 

keep here, Mr. Keyt. 

MR. KEYT:  Yeah, it's "Impairment of the 

Endothelium and Disorder of Microcirculation in Humans 

and Animals Exposed to Infrasound Due to Irregular 

Mechano-Transduction."  Is it published from a German -- 

it's a looks like it's a German author, Ursula Maria 

Bellut-Staeck, I think is how they pronounce that. 

MR. KAINS:  All right.  

Mr. Hess, objection or no?  

MR. HESS:  Mr. Kains, no objection.  I only 

understood maybe a third of those words.  But my 

suggestion, if you would like to admit it -- 

MR. KAINS:  I -- I do. 

MR. HESS:  -- we can admit it now and I'll 

argue the merits of it. 

MR. KAINS:  I -- I do want to admit that and 

we will -- Mr. Keyt, do you want that mark as Rogers 

Exhibit -- 

MR. KEYT:  I would suggest it be marked as 

Rogers Exhibit A, and we do not have an objection. 
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MR. KAINS:  Okay, Rogers Exhibit A is in 

evidence, okay.  And then... 

MR. KEYT:  I think Mr. Yoder had four 

photographs, which I would suggest we mark as Yoder 

Exhibit A -- Group Exhibit A. 

MR. KAINS:  Do we have a copy of those?  

MR. KEYT:  I gave my card to Mr. Yoder so he 

could email them to me.

MR. KAINS:  Okay.  

MR. YODER:  I've got the email sent.

MR. KEYT:  Okay.  

MR. KAINS:  All right, please -- please do 

that, and -- okay, great.  Then, those will -- do you 

have any objection to those?  

MR. HESS:  No objection. 

MR. KAINS:  Okay, those will come in as Yoder 

Group Exhibit A, and they are in evidence and will be 

considered by the committee and, ultimately, the full 

County Board.  All right, that takes care of that bit of 

evidence.  

And we will take up probably tomorrow night, 

late, Applicant's exhibits.  

MR. HESS:  Okay.

MR. KAINS:  So, have those ready to go.  Do 
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you have copies of all of them?  

MR. KEYT:  Oh, yeah.  Yes, sir.

MR. KAINS:  Okay, marked and everything?  

MR. KEYT:  Yeah, I believe all the exhibits 

and presentations have been... 

MR. KAINS:  Okay, good.  All right.  

Okay, folks, tomorrow night, we are going to 

reconvene this hearing.  We're gonna start at 6 o'clock 

and we're gonna go till hopefully we get done with 

everything but a vote.  So, that means tomorrow evening, 

we will hear more testimony from the public.  

Mr. Clint Shaw, I think you probably are a 

speedy center fielder, so you will lead off.  And then, 

Mr. Sherman, you'll hit second, and Mr. Cronkhite will 

bat third.  And if there's any other folks -- I know 

you're neutral and, Mr. Borgman, you will -- you may be 

the cleanup hitter, unless we have other folks come in 

who want to testify.  

So, I anticipate that we will have great deal 

of testimony tomorrow night.  Then, we will have public 

comment and the closing statements.  

All right, before we go, just real quick, 

Mr. Lockhart, Mr. Keyt, do we have written comments that 

need to be presented?  
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MR. LOCKHART:  Yes, I believe I sent you a 

link a month ago or so with everything in a Word 

document there. 

MR. KAINS:  Have you -- have you gotten 

anything since then?  

MR. LOCKHART:  I've added to that. 

MR. KAINS:  Okay.

MR. LOCKHART:  So, it's an ongoing document. 

MR. KAINS:  Okay.

MR. LOCKHART:  There are also several letters 

in there as well. 

MR. KAINS:  Okay, very good.  Very good, 

thank you.  

And, Mr. Keyt, for you, evidence from the 

County?  

MR. KEYT:  The -- the only anticipated 

evidence will be the report from the County's engineer. 

MR. KAINS:  Is that complete?  

MR. KEYT:  Substantively, yes.  And then we'll 

put that into evidence.  We'll likely do that before 

the -- before the deliberation and vote.  

MR. KAINS:  Okay.  Will you be able to do that 

before we start public comment?  

MR. KEYT:  Possibly.  If public comment occurs 
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tomorrow, no, but if it occurs on the 11th, yes. 

MR. KAINS:  Okay.  Well, I think we're gonna 

try to do -- we're gonna try and get all of the 

testimony done tomorrow night.  We're gonna try to get 

all the pubic comment and closing statements in so that 

on June 11th, that's all that this committee -- not that 

all -- that's a tremendous undertaking -- but that will 

be the job of the committee on June 11.  

So, we're gonna plan to start tomorrow night 

at 6 o'clock and go until we, quoting a great American, 

"till we get 'er done."  

Yes, Mr. Sherman?  

MR. SHERMAN:  Just a question on the procedurals 

of this. 

MR. KAINS:  Yes. 

MR. SHERMAN:  I'm assuming Mr. Hess will do 

the closing comments for that side -- for that side, for 

the favor side.  Since we don't really have a counsel 

for the opposition side, how does the opposition side do 

a closing comment?  

MR. KAINS:  Anyone who has made a -- has given 

testimony may make a closing statement.  

MR. SHERMAN:  So, it could be more than one 

person?  
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MR. KAINS:  It could be -- it could be more 

than one person.  Although, one thing that I might 

suggest -- and this is just a suggestion -- is if you 

have a spokesperson or spokespersons, it might -- it 

might behoove you to have one or two people be able to 

consolidate all thoughts into one closing statement or 

two closing statements.  But I've -- in the times I've 

done these hearings, and this is probably my 14th or 

15th hearing -- something like that -- if -- if there 

are multiple closing statements, that's okay, too.  But 

we want the closing statement to be a summary of the 

evidence.  So, sum up everything and you all can put 

your heads together on who or however many folks you 

want to have, but it's folks who are actually giving 

testimony will be able to give a closing statement.  

That's a very good question, Mr. Sherman.  

MR. SHERMAN:  Thank you.

MR. KAINS:  Thank you for you raising that.

Yeah, so counsel will have the opportunity for 

a closing statement, then there will be closing 

statements by others, and then counsel also will have 

the opportunity for a rebuttal statement since the 

burden of going forward, burden of proof, is on them.

Ms. Antoniolli?
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MS. ANTONIOLLI:  And just to clarify, in 

accordance with the procedural rules, if there are more 

than one closing statement that they should not be 

repetitive of the same issues or arguments?  

MR. KAINS:  Yes.  

MS. ANTONIOLLI:  Okay. 

MR. KAINS:  Yes.  Thank you.  Yeah, because we 

want -- we want to use these guys' time as best we can.  

And thank you, ladies and gentlemen, for your 

attention, so let's go.  

MS. ANTONIOLLI:  One more -- one more -- 

MR. KAINS:  Oh, yes.

MS. ANTONIOLLI:  -- thing, just for these 

procedures.  When the public -- if we get to the 

tomorrow night where it's late, will the public comments 

that have been entered in writing just be entered 

substantively and not read -- read into the record?  

MR. KAINS:  Well, that's -- that's going to 

depend on how many there are and, you know, I may 

summarize them -- 

MS. ANTONIOLLI:  Okay. 

MR. KAINS:  -- rather than read an entire 

letter, I may summarize it.  

MS. ANTONIOLLI:  Okay.
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MR. KAINS:  And then, I will -- I'll be 

working on that during the day tomorrow. 

MS. ANTONIOLLI:  Thank you. 

MR. KAINS:  Okay, thank you.  

Anything further from you guys?  

MR. KEYT:  No, sir. 

MR. KAINS:  Okay, all right.  The Planning and 

Development Committee of the Coles County Board is in 

recess until tomorrow evening at 6:00 p.m. -- that's 

tomorrow, May 20th, 2025, in this very courtroom, on 

Jackson Street in Charleston.  Thank you.  See you 

tomorrow at 6:00.  

(End of hearing.)
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